LAYERED LOOKS:
REACH OUT AND

TOUCH DECOR WITH TEXTURE

GANNETT

A home accessory made of wicker or knit draws
in the eye, but it also
pulls in your hand.
Richly textured
items encour-
age you to use
all your senses.
Left: Kinfine
cube ottoman,
$49.99 at Kohl's.

GANNETT

Pay rent,
boost your
credit score

BY BRODERICK PERKINS
For The Salinas Californian

More and more often, paying
your rent on time can come with
a little pick-me-up for your credit
score.

Your credit score is a numeri-
cal rendition of your credit-wor-
thiness based on information on
your credit report. Credit scores
are widely used in mortgage
and other credit application pro-
cesses to determine both your
ability to pay the debt and the
likelihood you won’t default.

Experian this year announced
it will use rental payment data
from its recently acquired Rent-
Bureau to help consumers who
aren’t credit users establish
credit or improve their Experian
brand VantageScore credit score.

Late last year, a relatively new
FICO Expansion Score began
including data from PRBC’s (for-
merly Payment Reporting Builds
Credit) Consumer Reports.The
reports include bill payment
information on nontraditional
types of credit, including rent,
utility, cable, telephone, insur-
ance, cell phone, loans from
friends and family members,
child support, even daycare pro-
vider payments.

Both services are designed to
better serve previously under-
served, but perfectly credit-
worthy consumers who don’t
have traditional forms of credit,
including bank credit cards,
retail credit cards, personal
loans, mortgages or other forms
of credit that typically show up
on credit reports maintained by
the Big Three credit reporting
agencies — Experian, Equifax
and TransUnion.

According to the National
Multi Housing Council, there
are nearly 96 million individuals
currently renting (and regularly
paying utilities and other recur-
ring bills) who are not getting the
credit they deserve. In the past,
on-time rental payments and
other non-traditional credit pay-
ments typically didn’t boost your
credit score or even show up on
credit reports.

“Given that one-third of the
U.S. population rents, we felt
it was imperative to reflect the
true creditworthiness of those
individuals who responsibly pay
their rent,”said Brannan John-
ston, vice president and manag-
ing director of Experian
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Apartment and condominium residents can recycle, too

partment dwellers
want to recycle just
as much as hom-

eowners do, so why don’t
all apartment buildings
offer recycling services?
Multi-family buildings,
such as apartments, town
homes and condomini-
ums, face more challenges
in implementing a recy-
cling program than single-
family homes because
they are considered com-

ALAN STYLES
Recycling

mercial properties and

are not automatically
equipped with recycling
bins when they sign on for

waste-hauling services.
While many residents in
these complexes want to
recycle for the good of the
environment, it’s usually
up to the property man-
agement to make it pos-
sible. Now there’s help.
The Salinas Valley
Solid Waste Authority
and its waste haulers in
the Salinas Valley and
South Monterey County
now offer the Multi-fam-

ily Recycling Program,
which offers assistance
for establishing recycling
programs in apartment
complexes, condomini-
ums and townhouse com-
munities. The program
addresses the needs of
both property managers
and residents; giving them
the guidance and informa-
tion necessary to establish
and sustain effective recy-
cling programs.

For property own-
ers and managers, the
program starts with a
site visit from SVSWA’s
Multi-family Recycling
Team, which will conduct
a waste assessment and
examine the infrastruc-
ture to determine your
specific needs. The Multi-
family Recycling Team
will map out a plan to

See STYLES, 4B

INDUSTRIAL CHIG
GOES SUBURBAN

BY MELISSA RAYWORTH
For The Associated Press

The builders of the early
20th century’s factories
and warehouses would be

amazed. Elements used back
then to create sparse, utilitar-
ian workspaces — things like

roughhewn wooden tables,

inets and industrial lighting
— are now hot items in home
decorating.

These pieces, along with
exposed brick walls and
cement floors, first became
popular when urban indus-
trial spaces were being
transformed into chic loft
apartments.

way from downtown lofts
to suburban living rooms.
Homeowners are adding
industrial flair to even the
most traditionally decorated
houses.

Emily Henderson, host and
designer for HGTV’s upcom-
ing series “Secrets from a
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Palma High plans
St. Patrick’s Day lunch

Tickets are on sale for Palma
High School’s annual St.
Patrick’s Day luncheon, set for
March 16.

Purchasers may dine in the
gym or take out a sack lunch.
For those dining in, the menu
includes corned beef, salads,
desserts and Irish soda bread.
Takeout lunch offers a choice of
pastrami or corned beef sand-
wich with broccoli slaw, chips
and cookies.
> What: St. Patrick’s Day lun-
cheon
>When: 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
March 16
> Where: Palma High School
gym, 919 Iverson St., Salinas.
> Cost: $10 per meal. For tickets,
contact Shannon Dunne-Gamble
at 831-238-4893 or irishdncr@
sbcglobal.net.
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Lauren Beale, Los Angeles Times

Winona Ryder sells
home for $3.725 million

Actress Winona Ryder has
sold her Sunset Strip-area home
for $3,725,000, the Multiple List-
ing Service shows.

The Spanish-style house, built
in 1936, sits behind a thick hedge
of ficus trees on a third of an
acre. Bougainvillea and wisteria
cover the entrance and balconies
of the 3,765-square-foot villa.

Original features include the
Malibu tiles, the curved staircase
and the Art Deco bathrooms.

The kitchen and breakfast
room open to a patio area and
the swimming pool. The living
room picture windows and pub
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995 Paloma Rd, Del Rey Oaks $425,000 .. Dale Handley 595-0237

22329 Berry Dr. Pine Canyon $685,000 Jim Poulton 595-1826

190 Kern St., #48 East Salinas $69,900 Mike Handley 262-2400

201 Clinton Ct., North Salinas, $250,000 Dale Handley 595-0237

317 Navajo Dr. North Salinas $184,500 Mike Handley 262-2400

- 1244 Trazado Ave., North Salinas $224,900 Dale Handley 595-0237

A | 1336 Dickens Drive, South Salinas $229,000 Scott Craig 214-2651
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22 Santa Ana Dr. South Salinas $639,000
714 Tyler Ave, Greenfield $162,922
45096 Elsa Cr, King City $99,500

47495 Martinez Rd., Lockwood $242,500

Dale Handley 595-0237
Mike Handley 262-2400

Scott Craig 214-2651
Mike Handley 262-2400

24512 RIM ROCK CANYON RD.
SAN BENANCIO
$749,000

DALE HANDLEY 595-0237

19615 LONGVIEW TERRACE
LAS PALMAS
$750,000

SCOTT CRAIG 214-2651

(e

1493 RIVER ROAD
SALINAS

$1,200,

000

JEFF PLUTA 214-0042

SELLING MONTEREY COUNTY FOR OVER 30 YEARS.







