
GARDEN TIP
Collect branches of March-blooming

shrubs for forcing into flower indoors. Early-flowering
plants such as quince, Japanese apricot, winter jasmine
and pussy willows can be harvested now, but wait until
buds have swollen before cutting others, including
saucer magnolias, forsythia and, later, apple and
cherry blossoms. Open a bud to see if petals have fully
formed. Place stems in warm water and keep the vase
in a cool room for a longer display.

— The Washington Post
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COMING MONDAY
IN LIVING:
Lisa Barker’s column, “Jelly
Mom”
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OPEN HOUSES
SUNDAY 2-4
22487 Ferdinand Dr., Hwy. 68 ..... $739,000
Nancy McInnis • 831-596-9670
SATURDAY 1-3
22578 Toreador Dr., Hwy. 68 ...... $768,000
Tom Folliard • 831-262-9296

NEW LISTINGS
25220 Pine Hills Dr., Carmel...$2,095,000
4BR/3BA, 3293 sf ............................ Linda Dorris
23572 Belmont Circle, Hwy 68 ...$1,749,000
4BR/4.5BA, 4152 sf ..................... Lee Breshears
522 Santa Maria St., E. Salinas ...... $259,000
2BR/2BA & 1BR/1BA – 2 Units ....... Linda Dorris
3078 Hermitage Rd., Pebble Beach .....$799,999
3BR/2BA, 1414 sf ............. Susan Lubin-Brownlie
492 Cuesta St., Soledad ......................$163,000
4BR/2BA, 1730 sf ........................... Tom Folliard
19290 Oak Ridge Dr., Aromas ...........$537,000
4BR/3.5BA, 2652 sf ....................... Amy Salmina
37 San Carlos Dr., S. Salinas..............$559,000
4BR/2BA, 2200 sf ........................ Lee Breshears

Gay Dales, Inc. Realtors
(831) 424-0771
444 S. Main

OFFICE LISTINGS
1253 Los Olivos Dr., So. Salinas.........$230,000
2BR/1BA, 1137 sf .......................... Lee Breshears
76 Robley Rd. – Hwy 68 .................$1,159,000
3BR/3BA, 3152 sf ............. Susan Lubin-Brownlie
10741 Haight St., Castroville .............$184,000
3BR/2BA, 1196 sf ............................. Tina Daniel
987 Peverini St., Soledad ...................$215,000
4BR/2BA......................................... Tom Folliard
13280 Corte Lindo – Hwy 68 ............$929,000
4BR/2BA, 2505 sf ...... Linda McLaughlin-Harrod
22578 Toreador Dr. – Hwy 68............$768,000
4BR/3BA, 2076 sf ..................... Kevin Spedaliere
532 Charolais Dr., Gonzales ...............$219,000
4BR/2.5BA....................................... Linda Dorris
18422 Meadow Ridge Rd. Prunedale ..$825,000
4BR/3BA, 2755 sf .......................... Kevan Clarke
888 Entrada Dr., Soledad ...................$210,000
3BR/3BA, 2019 sf ............................. Tina Daniel
636 Ambrose Dr. – So. Salinas ...........$599,000
2units- 2BR/1.5BA & 3BR/2BA 2069 sf ..... Linda McLaughlin-Harrod
841 Peaceful Cove Way, No. Salinas ...$310,000
4BR/2.5BA, 1823 sf ..... Jean Manner-Schwimmer
22487 Ferdinand Dr., Hwy. 68 ...........$739,000
3BR/3BA, 2840 sf ....................... Susan Brownlie
22 Wilgart Way, So. Salinas................$405,900
3BR/2BA, 1503 sf ............................. Tina Daniel
18 Railroad Spreckels ........................$239,900
2BR/1BA, 729 sf ......................... Susan Brownlie
1253 Los Olivos #39, So. Salinas .......$230,000
2BR/1BA, 1137 sf .......................... Lee Breshears
1774 Laguna, Seaside........................$305,000
2BR/2BA, 1025 sf ............................ Linda Dorris

Marcelle Hennawi
Broker Associate

“For the kind of service
you expect and deserve”

831-578-4879

Attention Buyers
Now is the best time to

buy a home, It is the chance of
a lifetime. It is a buyer’s market,

home prices and interest rates
are at their lowest in years.

Ask me about foreclosed homes
and bank owned properties.

I will show you the way; I will
guide you through the process.

My services to you are
free and at no obligations.

Call Marcelle for details.

Lee Breshears
See My Listings on Virtual

Tour at circlepix.com
831-320-8689

SOUTH SALINAS CONDO Approx. 1137 sq. ft. Many
upgrades. Custom paint, replaced windows, newer appliances.
Garage + carport. Not a Short Sale or REO-- Just priced to
sell! $230,000

BELMONT HEIGHTS (off River Rd.) GATED COMMUNITY
Estate home on 2.33 acres. This home features formal living
room, formal dining, media room, office. 4 bedrooms, 4.5
baths, 4 fireplaces, 5-car garage. And it’s New construction. Call
me for your private showing. Offered at $1,749,000

NEW CONSTRUCTION in older So. Salinas.
Great floor plan, 2,200 sq. ft., 4 bedrooms.
Estimated completion date is approximately 4
months. You can make some choices at this
time. Priced to sell at $559,000!

BY JURA KONCIUS
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — Frugal
is fashionable when it comes
to remodeling, according to
William Millholland, execu-
tive vice president of Case
Design/Remodeling.

The effects of the eco-
nomic downturn have trick-
led down to the Bethesda,
Md.-based home improve-
ment company, where busi-
ness has slowed and 20
employees have been laid

See REMODEL, 2C

The end of this month
marks the end of an era.
After 75 years of opera-

tion, the Crazy Horse Canyon
Landfill, 11 miles north of Sali-
nas at 350 Crazy Horse Canyon
Road, has reached its capacity
and will be permanently closing
Feb. 28.

If you’ve been taking your
loads to the Crazy Horse
Canyon Landfill, you still have
nearby options for waste dis-
posal and recycling, the closest

being the Sun StreetTransfer
Station in Salinas.

The Sun StreetTransfer and
Household Hazardous Waste

Facility station at 139 Sun St. in
Salinas is a convenient drop-off
location for the Johnson Canyon
Landfill.

When you visit the Sun Street
Transfer Station, look for some
changes taking place to improve
your drop-off experience.To
make the most of these changes,
separate recyclables from your
trash and save.

Recycling saves resources and
saves you money.As with most
landfills,The Sun StreetTransfer

Station charges by the ton for
drop-offs.When you sort and
separate your recyclable materi-
als from your trash before it is
weighed, you’ll pay less for your
loads. Sun Street will soon fea-
ture“Resource Recovery Road”
on the way to the weigh station,
with stops along the way to drop
off your sorted recyclables, incl-
uding glass, e-waste, cardboard
and more. It will also have a

See RECYCLE, 2C

Families can find out
what happens when a“short
little boy with a long name”
falls into a well and must be
rescued as ARIELTheatri-
cal children’s theater stages
a play version of the
Chinese fable about a boy
named TikkiTikkiTembo
No So Rembo Icka Na Noo
Na Konna RonTombo.
i What: “TikkiTikki
Tembo.”
i When: 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.
today
i Where: Wilson Chil-
dren’sTheatre, 320 Main St.,
Salinas.
i Tickets: $3 per person.
i Information: Call 775-
0976 or visit www.ariel
theatrical.org.

Randolph Duke’s
home dressed to sell

LOS ANGELES —
Designer Randolph Duke
has dressed so many Holly-
wood starlets that he actu-
ally alphabetizes them on
his Web site. And while we
have no way of knowing
whether his designs are
lucky charms come awards
season, the fact is that
Angelina Jolie, Hilary
Swank and Marcia Gay
Harden all rose to the
podium in Duke’s designs.

Now Duke is turning his
attention to selling his
award-winning house.
Listed at $7.85 million, his
home in the Hollywood
Hills won the AIA award for
best residential design in
2007 and was recently fea-
tured on the cover of Archi-
tectural Digest. It is also for
lease at $24,500 a month.

The modern home,
designed by XTEN Archi-
tecture, is set on a promon-
tory and seems to float
above the city. The 4,800-
square-foot house has three
bedrooms and 31⁄2 bath-
rooms.There are an addi-
tional 6,500 square feet of
usable outdoor terraces,
decks and gardens and hun-
dreds of feet of electric glass
walls that open to them:
Push a button, the walls

See PROPERTY, 3C

ALAN STYLES
Recycling

Sunny outlook for solid waste authority

Here are three smart ideas
from William Millholland of Case
Design/Remodeling:
i Facelift on the front of the
house. Making a house more
attractive from the street is an
often overlooked project. Add a
portico, shingled roof and
columns ($8,000 to $15,000). Put
slate or brick on top of your basic
walkway ($3,000 to $5,000).
Replace a front door and embel-
lish it with new hardware and
new chimes ($1,500 to $3,000).
i Cosmetic makeover of the
kitchen. Remove laminate coun-

tertops and put in granite or
quartz, install a stainless under-
mount sink and add a modern
faucet ($5,000 to $8,000).
Replace an existing floor with
hardwood or tile ($3,000 to
$4,000 for wood, $5,000 to
$10,000 for ceramic or porcelain
tile).
i Closet upgrade. Most people
will trade some bathroom space
for a closet. Outfitting an existing
six-foot closet with shelves, hang-
ing space and shoe racks is
something that adds to the quali-
ty of daily life ($1,500 and up).

&Style savings

ALAIN JARAMILLO/THE WASHINGTON POST

The firm Case Design/Remodeling reports that in remodeling the kitchen still ranks as No. 1, whether a
homeowner is adding a new one or just a cosmetic cleanup.

In a recession, remodeling on a smaller scale
HOME REMODELING TIPS

BY BRODERICK PERKINS
For The Salinas Californian

For homeowners strug-
gling to keep their homes, a
loan modification can help
avoid foreclosure, a short
sale or other option that
could cost them their home.

However, the creative
financing strategy isn’t for
everyone and for those who
can benefit, getting it right
means traversing a different
kind of mortgage maze.

“A mortgage is one of the
most complex transactions
there is. A loan modification
is also a gray area for a lot

See LOANS, 3C

Some resources for homeown-
ers seeking to modify their home
loans:
i Housing Advocacy Council

of Monterey County:
www.housingadvocacy.org

i California Association of
Realtors’ Mortgage
Workout Programs:
www.car.org/legal/mortgage-
workout-programs

i Federal Deposit Insurance
Corp. advice: www.fdic.gov/
consumers/loans/loanmod/lo
anmodguide.html

Navigate
the maze
of home
loans

ONLINE

Find out how to know if a loan
modification is right for you.

INSIDE, 3C
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CHANTEL
HENSON
Cell: 831-809-4100
Fax: 831-417-2753

ATTENTION: Real Estate Professionals!ATTENTION: Real Estate Professionals!
Now interviewing experience agents for our expandingNow interviewing experience agents for our expanding

office. Good splits with high volume of leads.
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2368-8 N. MAIN ST.
NORTH SALINAS

$104,900

1448 LOWELL
SEASIDE

$191,900

551 YREKA
NORTH SALINAS

$180,000

657 ARGENTINE
EAST SALINAS

$TBD

51 DAVIS AVE.
FREEDOM

$169,430

1367 MINGO
SEASIDE

$229,900

630 ST. EDWARDS
EAST SALINAS

$239,900

715 GEE ST. - Duplex
EAST SALINAS

$199,900

1758 JUDSON
SEASIDE

$TBD

545 MARKET ST.
SOLEDAD

$219,900

2052 SANTA RITA
SALINAS

$189,905

1571 LOS ALTOS
NORTH SALINAS

$184,800

5 CAYUCOS
EAST SALINAS

$179,900

411 CIRCLE DR.
EAST SALINAS

$169,900

439 N. MADEIRA
EAST SALINAS

$179,900

1452 GAVIOTA
EAST SALINAS

$172,500

533 RAINIER
NORTH SALINAS

$139,000

1261 TYLER ST.
NORTH SALINAS

$149,900

off, leaving a staff of 275.
New projects are coming
from homeowners who are
staying put and taking the
opportunity to make their
homes more comfortable.

Case, which was founded
in 1961, also owns Case
Handyman Services, a fran-
chise operation with 39 loca-
tions nationwide. Millhol-
land says the company is
reacting by changing the
way it does business.

“Remodelers traditionally
suffer during economic
downturns, but not as much
as home builders or car
dealers,”he says.“People are
trying to stretch a dollar, and
they are not embarrassed
about spending less.They
almost celebrate it. As long
as we are proud of our work
and its quality, this is OK for
us, too.”

We spoke with Millholland
at Case headquarters last
week about the new remod-
eling reality.

QUESTION: What
changes have you seen in
your business in the past six
months?

ANSWER: We have seen a
fairly dramatic decrease in
the average project size.We
still do kitchens and baths
but are doing them less
expensively.There has been
a significant drop in what
people want to invest or are
able to invest in their homes.
People were accustomed to
ever-increasing home values
and were able to pull money
out in home equity loans.
Now, these are harder to get.
Clients are slowing down
and taking longer to make
decisions. People are buying
their own kitchen appli-
ances. In some cases, they
are doing their own paint-
ing.They are stretching the

budget as much as they can.
Q: How has the Handy-

man division been affected?
A:That business is stable.

Homes still need to be main-
tained.We are doing $500 to
$1,500 projects, things like
fixing electrical problems,
plumbing, caulking, winteriz-
ing and replacing gutters
after ice storms.We install
grab bars in bathrooms a lot
and put in dog and cat doors.

Q: When will this all get
better?

A: We used to pride our-
selves on the ability to pre-
dict the future.The world
has turned upside down, and
our ability to project where
we will be six months to a
year from now isn’t there.
There are no recognizable
signs that it’s hit the bottom.
When you are faced with
this, you try to get creative
and do more small-scale
things: universal design,
energy-saving improvements
and sustainable, green
design.

Q: What are the most
requested projects?

A:The kitchen is still No.
1, whether it’s adding a new
one or just a cosmetic
cleanup. Bathrooms are a
close (second).

Q: What projects, if put off,
could actually damage your
house?

A:You can put off a new
kitchen, but loose bricks or
stones on your stoop or
water infiltrating the base-
ment or attic is dangerous.
Water issues not only dam-
age the house but can
develop into mold problems.
You should not put off elec-
trical issues, such as bare
wires and overloaded pan-
els. Address roofing issues,
gutters and downspouts, and
have your furnace cleaned
and inspected annually.The
majority of homeowners
don’t spend until there is a
problem.

Q: Are many homeowners
knowledgeable enough to do
maintenance themselves?

A: Every generation is less
and less into DIY. Compare
what your grandparents
knew how to do, to your par-
ents and then you. And what
do your kids know? I can’t
imagine my daughter paint-
ing a room. Every genera-
tion, people do less. Remem-
ber when people used to
change their own oil and
tune up their own cars?

Q: Is there any bright side
to this?

A: Back in the summer of
2006, it was so busy we were
backed up six to eight
months waiting for kitchen
cabinet deliveries. Building
permits could take months.
Now it’s easier; we don’t
have a backlog. If you call
our Handyman service
before noon, we can usually
come the next day. You can
get a better deal now.We are
getting better prices from all
of our suppliers and subcon-
tractors. Money matters.
Everyone’s pencils have got-
ten sharper.

reusable item drop-off area for dona-
tions of useful goods.

Separating, recycling and diverting
the maximum amount of recyclable
and reusable resources from your trash

not only reduces your drop-off fees; it
also helps extend the life of the remain-
ing landfills, so they’ll be there for your
use in years to come. Keeping landfill
capacity available is important to keep
public land open for future genera-
tions. Remember, reduce waste and
you’ll reduce your waste disposal fees;
reuse and recycle valuable resources to

enjoy and preserve your local environ-
ment for a bright future.

ALAN STYLES is recycling coordi-
nator for the SalinasValley Solid Waste
Authority. His column appears the
third Saturday of the month in Central
Coast Living. Contact him at alanst@
svswa.org.

RECYCLE
Continued from page 1C

REMODEL
Continued from page 1C

The following are recorded
home and property sales com-
pleted in Monterey County by ZIP
code, according to county
records.

Carmel - 93923
i Dolores Street, $816,000
i Casanova Street, $2.6 million
i 3029 Lorca Lane,

$1.075 million
i 23 Del Mesa Carmel, $565,000

Greenfield - 93927
i 34 Huerta Ave., $167,000
i 225 San Simeon, $115,000
i 236 San Antonio Drive,

$60,000
i 231 Vineyard Drive, $152,000
i 423 Calaveras Way, $109,000

King City - 93930
i 808 Sandringham St.,

$165,000
i 637 Mildred Ave., No. KGC,

$141,000
i 45230 Crown Ave., $190,000
i 639 Heritage Court, $184,900

Marina - 93933
3204 Melanie Road, $122,000
Monterey - 93940
1270 Fifth St., $525,000

Pacific Grove - 93950
1322 Shafter Ave., $630,000

Pebble Beach - 93953
i 1065 The Old Drive, $801,000
i 37 Spanish Bay Circle,

$866,162
i 2860 Forest Lodge Road,

$675,000
i 1214 Bristol Lane, $1.55 million

Royal Oaks - 95076
i 216 Bayhill Road, $360,000

South Salinas - 93901
i 733 S Main St., $300,000
i 1213 Pajaro St., $320,000
i 361 Paul Ave., $260,000
i 30 Longfellow Circle, $385,000

East Salinas - 93905
8 Rhode Island Circle, $389,000

i 1235 Moreno Drive, $200,000
i 1427 First Ave., $113,000
i 1509 E Market St., $135,697
i 8 New Hampshire Circle,

$230,000
i 1152 Alma Ave., $155,000
i 1239 Paseo Grande, $255,000
i 1406 Madrone Drive,

$294,000
i 1242 Pacific Ave., $140,000
i 713 Galindo St., $85,000

North Salinas - 93906
i 18475 Kennedy St., $215,000
i 2408 N Main St., No. E,

$80,000
i 717 Middlefield Road, No. A,

$156,000
i 2068 Santa Rita St., $184,900
i 563 Los Coches Ave., $238,000
i 1030 Harding St., $235,000
i 357 Block Ave., $185,300
i 640 Seneca Way, $213,000
i 18821 Hoover St., $235,000
i 1237 Monroe St., $164,000
i 1719 Little River Drive,

$378,000
i 949 Nantucket Blvd., No. 8,

$240,000
i 1903 Chelsea Court, $275,000
i 1659 Seville St., $145,000
i 429 W Laurel Drive, No. F,

$85,000
i Polk Street, $95,000
i 361 Paul Ave., $260,000
i 30 Longfellow Circle, $385,000

North Salinas - 93907
i 9 Victor Circle, $185,000
i 6814 Paradise Canyon Road,

$380,000
i 209 Massolo Court, $278,000
i 27 Lombard Circle, $305,000

South Salinas - 93908
i 23799 Highway 68, No. 22,

$320,000

Seaside - 93955
i 1787 Kenneth St., $260,000
i 4370 Shoreline Court,

$794,000
i 1588 Luxton St., $199,000
i 1762 Vallejo St., $315,000

Soledad - 93960
i 837 Stephens St., $182,000
i 860 La Colina, $240,000
i 451 Robles Place, $65,000
i 1073 Crestfield St., $180,000

MONTEREY COUNTY
REAL ESTATE SALES

ALAIN JARAMILLO/THE WASHINGTON POST

A bathroom remodeled by Case Design/Remodeling. An executive there says, “We still do kitchens and baths
but are doing them less expensively.”


