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GANNETT

HOOP DREAMS
With college basketball tournaments on the horizon,

get psyched for all the games with new apparel, party
supplies and ways to amuse yourself during the com-
mercials.

Inflatable basketball cooler for your tournament-
related parties, $14.99 at Target.
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Lauren Beale, Los Angeles Times

COMING SATURDAY
IN LIVING

Six-year-old Samantha Garcia, a cancer
survivor, will be in her second fashion show
benefiting the American Cancer Society.

BY DEE-ANN DURBIN
The Associated Press

Garages may have started out as a place to
store cars, but gradually they’ve become a place
to store almost everything else, from sports
equipment to dog food to holiday decorations.

As the days get longer and the spring clean-
ing urge hits, it’s a good time to take stock of
your garage. Is it a functional space or just a
repository for junk? Are there more logical
ways to store your belongings?

Before you rush out and buy new shelving and
cabinets, professional organizer Cindy Tyner
recommends putting some serious thought into
how you want to use your garage. She says the
No. 1 mistake people make is pulling everything
out of the garage first and then getting over-
whelmed when they try to cram it all back in.

“People go out and buy things, like storage
systems and bins, and say, ‘This is what I need
to get me organized,’ but the things don’t fit the

See GARAGE, 5B

Try these tips for cleaning, organizing

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

This undated photo courtesy of Monkey Bar Storage shows a garage organization system by Monkey Bar Storage. As the
weather gets warmer and the spring cleaning urge hits, it’s a good time to take stock of your garage.

ALAN STYLES
Recycling

Here’s another edition of
“Ask Alan”:

QUESTION: I paid a
$16 recycling fee when I bought
my new computer last Novem-
ber.Then I saw your commer-
cial that says we can recycle
electronics free at Sun Street
Transfer Station. If recycling
is free, why was I charged this
fee?

ANSWER:The Electronic
Waste Recycling (e-easte) Fee is
collected by retailers and paid to
the California Board of Equal-
ization as part of the Electronic
Waste Recycling Act of 2003.
Effective Jan. 1, 2007, the act
mandated a reduction of haz-
ardous substances in consumer
electronics with CRT (cathode
ray tubes), LCD (liquid crystal
display) and plasma displays
over 4 inches.

These include computers like
yours, televisions, and other
devices including laptops and
portable DVD players. The act
also requires retailers to col-
lect the e-waste fee (effective
Jan. 1, 2005) based on the size
of the monitor or screen. Fees
were reduced at the beginning
of 2011, so you paid a little
more than consumers will this
year.

Retailers submit the collected
fees to the Board of Equaliza-
tion. Retailers may pay the
fee on behalf of the consumer,
but they must remit the same
amount to the state and indicate
the amount on the consumer
receipt.The fees collected are
used to reimburse environ-
mentally responsible recycling
centers (including Sun Street
Transfer Station), which in turn
offer free e-waste recycling to
consumers and businesses.

In effect, recycling electronics
is pre-paid with the purchase of
new electronics. But by offering
free recycling of all e-waste, the
state and the e-waste collection
agencies are ensuring that more

See FEES, 5B

Why e-waste
fees are
collected by
retailers

Garage got you down?
College choir to offer
free concert March 28

The Middlebury College Choir
will visit the Monterey Institute
of International Studies later this
month to present a series of a
cappella choral works from the
17th to 21st centuries, includ-
ing selections by Sweelinck and
Brahms, folk-inspired inter-
national music, modern South
American compositions, Ameri-
can folk and spirituals, and even
a little jazz.The concert is free
and open to the public.
> What: Middlebury College
Choir
> When: 7 p.m. March 28
> Where: Irvine Auditorium
inside the McCone Building at
499 Pierce St. in Monterey.
> Cost: Free and open to the
public.

Ashton Kutcher
list bachelor pad

Actor Ashton Kutcher has
listed his Sunset Strip-area
“bachelor pad that never was”for
$2.6 million.

Kutcher bought the house in
2004 for $1 million and rebuilt it
with his father but never moved
in. Instead, he married actress
Demi Moore in 2005.

The updated Craftsman fea-
tures a home theater and a two-
story wine tower that holds 210
bottles.The 3,235-square-foot
house has four bedrooms and 4
bathrooms. It sits on nearly an
acre with a three-tiered water
element starting at the spa and
spilling into an infinity-edge
pool.

Kutcher, 33, starred on“That
’70s Show”(1998-2006) and in
the films“Killers”(2010) and“No
Strings Attached”(2011). Kutcher
was the firstTwitter user to top
1 million followers.

West Hollywood
condo for Chris Brown

Pop-R&B singer Chris Brown
has bought a West Hollywood
condominium for less than
its $1.75 million asking price,
according to the Multiple Listing
Service.

The 3,000-square-foot unit
occupies the entire top floor. It
has an open floor plan, a high
ceiling and a bar.There are three
bedrooms and 3 bathrooms.

See PROPERTY, 6B

BY BRODERICK PERKINS
For The Salinas Californian

Struggling California
homeowners are getting the
short shrift on short sales, and
that could force more of them
into foreclosure.

The lack of standard proce-
dures, a long approval process,
and onerous requirements cause
43 percent of short sales to fail.

Among the 57 percent of short
sales that do close, real estate
agents say they and their clients

must run a gauntlet of delays,
unresponsiveness and poor com-
munications, often for more than
60 days, according to a survey
by the California Association of
Realtors.

In the“Short Sale Lender
Satisfaction Survey,”70 percent
of real estate agents said clos-
ing their most recent short sale
transaction with a lender or ser-
vicer was“difficult”or“extremely
difficult,”while only 10 percent
said it was“easy”or“extremely
easy.”

A short sale occurs when the
bank allows the sale of a home
for less than the existing mort-
gage balance, typically provided
there’s a qualified buyer in the
wings. Such homes are often held
by homeowners struggling with
“underwater”mortgages — nega-
tive equity mortgages with bal-
ances larger than the value of the
home.

Negative equity can occur
because of a decline in value, an

See SHORT, 5B

Short sales coming up short around the state
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249 11th Street
Greenfield

$26,500 Land Only (Cash Only)
Lucy Jensen 229-0663

51240 Oak Hills Road
(Going to Auction soon – Hurry, make your offer!)

King City
$299,900 4BR/2BA
Lucy Jensen 229-0663

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, March 19, 2011 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm.

25211 Azalea Court
Salinas Las Palmas
$349,000 3BR/2BA
Lucy Jensen 229-0663

OPEN HOUSE – Come one, come all !
Saturday, March 19, 2011 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm.

25215 Azalea Court
Salinas Las Palmas
$419,900 3BR/3BA
Lucy Jensen 229-0663

OPEN SATURDAY 1-3 PM

REDUCED!
25215

AZALEA COURT,
LAS PALMAS

93908 BANK OWNED
$419,900

OPEN SATURDAY 1-3 PM

NEW!

FIRST TIME EVER
ON MARKET!

25211
AZALEA COURT,
LAS PALMAS

Asking $349,000

Super Adorable floor plan in this well maintained,
single story character home on peaceful cul-de-
sac with 3 beds, lovely open floor plan, wood

floors, built in wooden bookshelves, cozy fireplace,
soaring cathedral ceilings, dreamscape back yard

& awesome valley & mountain views.

Nice open floor plan with 3 BR/3BA, soaring
ceilings, great views from master balcony, located
close to walking trails, association pool & school.

NEW TO LIST!
BEST PRICED LAND
IN THE COUNTY!
Residential lot,
Greenfield
249 11th St

Asking $26,500
This is not a typo! Spacious parcel available in
residential neighborhood. Bank owned and a

giveaway!

AVAILABLE FOR PRE
AUCTION OFFERS!
BANK SAYS BRING

AN OFFER!
51240 OAK HILLS RD
PINE CYN, K.C.
Asking $299,000

Spacious 4BR/2BA with extra granny unit
character home on 2.5 +/- acres. Beautiful

country living from your own porch..

Looking for a true professional
to help you sell your home?
Call me – I can probably help.

VS-9000132005
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Vicki
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