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These biodegradable CowPots are made from composted livestock manure and can be placed directly in the
ground. That also eliminates whatever transplant shock might have resulted had the plants been started in plas-
tic pots, which don’t degrade.
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Salinas High School
music groups to perform

The Salinas High School Music
Department is set to hold its
spring concerts by the Salinas
High School vocal and instru-
mental students over three days
next week.
i At 7:30 p.m.Tuesday, the A
Capella Choir “Memories”con-
cert will take place.
i At 7 p.m.Wednesday, the
String Orchestra, Chorale and
Bell Canto Choir will have their
concert.
i And at 7 p.m.Thursday, the
Concert Band, Percussion Ensem-
ble and Stage (Jazz) Band will
perform.

All concerts will be in the Sali-
nas High School Performing Arts
Auditorium, 726 S. Main Street,
Salinas.

Enjoy an evening out and sup-
port the community’s young
musicians and artists. Music
program supporters are request-
ing a $5 donation at the door. All
proceeds will benefit the Salinas
High School Music Program.

BY BRODERICK PERKINS
For The Salinas Californian

During the height of the hous-
ing boom, appraisers were pres-
sured to boost the value of homes.
Now, during the housing down-
turn, appraisers are being pres-
sured to lower the value of homes.

Either way, consumers — both
buyers and sellers — are caught
in the middle.

“It’s an ever-changing pendu-
lum,”said Jim Amorin, president
of the Appraisal Institute.

No longer arrived at by using
a simple drive-by inspection, a
computerized automated valua-
tion model, or AVM, or even just
comparative analyses of simi-
lar properties, appraisals have
become yet another sticking point
along the already viscious road to
home ownership.

“Everyone got seduced by dou-
ble-digit property value increases
and never thought the bottom
would come,”Amorin said.“Doing
an appraisal today is a complex
deal with foreclosure sales, short
sales and fewer sales. You want
to get the most experienced folks
doing appraisals.”

An appraisal of a home is
supposed to be a fair, impartial
and professional evaluation of a
property’s true value.The risk-
management tool is designed to
assure the owner gets a fair price,

See APPRAISAL, 2C

BY DEAN FOSDICK
For The Associated Press

Manufacturers are hitting pay dirt
with recycled products designed for
the garden.

Discarded plastic
is being made into
work gloves, rain-
barrels and buckets.
Worn-out tires are
being converted into
weed-smothering
mulch and durable
walkways.

Beverly Schor
is founder of West
County Gardener, a
San Francisco-based
company that creates
garden and work

gloves from recycled plastic bottles.
“We do a lot of testing on fibers and

found these gloves are just as durable,
just as soft, as any made from natural

See GARDEN, 3C

When the going gets
tough, the tough get
resourceful.

Our ancestors invented
resourcefulness out of necessity;
they utilized every resource until
it was entirely consumed, even
finding ways to turn scraps into
something valuable. Anyone who
has read“Little House on the Prai-
rie”or heard older family mem-
bers talk about living through the
Great Depression knows just how

far a little resourcefulness will go.
As the economy has us rethink-

ing how we can get back to basics

and conserve our resources, it’s
good to know that what’s good
for your wallet is also good for the
planet.The three R’s — reduce,
reuse and recycle — are all about
being resourceful.

Here are some ways you can
maximize your resources.
i Resist the temptation to pay
for conveniences by reducing the
number of disposable products
you buy. Instead, buy durable,
refillable and rechargeable prod-
ucts.
i Consider how the packaging
might be reused when the product
is gone. Challenge your family to

See RECYCLING, 3C

Actor McDermott lists
home with celebrity history

One of the first houses built
in the Los Angeles suburb of
Brentwood, a 1920 Spanish-style
hacienda owned by actor Dylan
McDermott and actress Shiva
Rose, has come back on the mar-
ket at $6.9 million.

“When I was a struggling actor
in New York, I once waited on
Michelle Pfeiffer,”McDermott
recalled.“Years later I ended up

buying her house.”
The walled and

gated four-bed-
room, three-bath-
room residence
has long been a
home to entertain-
ment-industry cou-
ples. In addition
to actress Pfeiffer

and television show creator
David Kelley, previous owners
include actress Melanie Griffith
and actor Antonio Banderas.

“I was initially attracted to
the privacy and integrity of the
house,”McDermott said.“The
depth of the house impressed
upon me the value of architec-
ture. From the hand-painted
drawings in the magic room, to
the mariachi balcony that echoes
glamorous Hollywood, to the

See PROPERTY, 4C

INSIDE, 2C
What’s a consumer to do? How con-

sumers can play a leading role in the
appraisal process.

Act green, and you can save green
TO GET INVOLVED

Send ideas for reusing or recycling
items to info@svswa.org. They may be
shared with readers through this column.

ALAN STYLES
Recycling

Appraisers
pressured
to lower
home value

Dylan
McDermott

online
For more

about recycled
garden products
and links, see
this Recycle Utah
Web site: www.
recycleutah.org/
links.html. Click
on Recycled
Products.

at a glance
Some recycled materials that are being used to make new

garden products:
i Plastics: Drink bottles are being converted into everything

from fleece pullovers to garden gloves to lightweight
tubs. Plastic pots, cell-packs, garden trays, hanging bas-
kets and mulch bags are being remade into lumber for
decking and outdoor furniture. Recycled plastic also is the
stuff of rain barrels and composters.

i Rubber: Worn tires can be shredded and turned into kid-
friendly playground surfaces, drizzler hoses and walkway
edging. Crumb rubber also can be made over into long-
lasting mulch.

i Glass: Discarded glass is being ground into powder and
reshaped into pebbles to help retain water in plant con-
tainers, saving lots of potting soil in the process.

i Organic materials: Grain husks, reclaimed paper and
composted cow manure are replacing plastic for use as
durable and decomposable pots. Use them for sprouting
seeds, then drop the whole bundle into the ground, elimi-
nating transplanting.

i Solar: Solar lighting technology is improving rapidly,
along with lamp styles and running time. Solar lights
can be placed along walkways, driveways or flowerbeds.
There are no switches to throw at dawn or dusk and no
light bills. Simply wait for the sun to shine.

make your garden greener

GARDEN TIP
Daffodil foliage can be

gathered and tied for tidi-
ness but should not

be braided, folded
or removed. The
leaves are building

bulbs for next year.
Daffodils make excellent

companions for day lilies
and a perennial named
Amsonia hubrectii. The

perennials grow to mask
the daffodil foliage in May

and June.
— The Washington Post
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Lucy Jensen

Legacy Real Estate
831-229-0663831-229-0663

1602 Piazza - Reduced $259,800
Large, quality 4BR, cul-de-sac

9000102079

Back to MarketBack to Market
No Fault of Home!No Fault of Home!

www.legacy-re.comwww.legacy-re.com

SuperSuper
Buy!Buy!

35 Maple Street
Salinas

831-424-0001
www.tncrealestate.com

SELLING MONTEREY COUNTY FOR OVER 30YEARS

FEATURED PROPERTIES

LISTINGS
28 VILLA STREET ......NEW LISTING $233,000
South Salinas
636 CYPRESS ST. ......................$375,000
Monterey
2245 BROADWAY........... PENDING $224,500
Seaside DUPLEX
19223 CREEKSIDE LANE.. PENDING $249,900
Hwy 68
19016 FIELDSTONE....... PENDING $600,000
Hwy 68

21956 GREEN SAGE CT.... PENDING $469,000
Hwy 68
21960 GREEN SAGE CT.... PENDING $499,000
Hwy 68
22366 ORTEGA DR. ....... PENDING $810,000
Hwy 68
21405 RIVERVIEW CT. ... PENDING $495,000
Hwy 68
21850 STONEGATE DR....... PENDING $369,000
Hwy 68

534/536 ABBOTT ST. ..............$1,350,000
South Salinas
416 COLLEGE DR.......... PENDING $349,000
South Salinas
27 MAPLEWOOD DR. ................$495,000
South Salinas
1051 RIKER ST. .............. PENDING $248,000
South Salinas
139 E. ROMIE LANE...................$325,000
South Salinas

1837 BRADBURY ST...... PENDING $218,000
North Salinas
1619 NEWPORT CT........ PENDING $279,900
North Salinas
2362 #1 N. MAIN ST......................$47,500
North Salinas
150 KERN ST. #28 ......................$147,500
East Salinas
685 GARDENIA PL... ...... PENDING $135,000
Soledad
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18444 OAKVIEW
PLACE
HWY 68
$649,000

SCOTT CRAIG
214-2651

SCOTT CRAIG
214-2651

200
AMORE CT.
GONZALES
$207,500

MIKE HANDLEY
262-2400

711 STANFORD
AVE.

SOUTH SALINAS
$359,500

NEW LISTING



materials,”Schor said.“We think
their wearability is better than
leather.Among other things, you
can simply throw them into a
washer and dryer.”

Turning recycled plastic into
fiber began in the 1980s during
a time of gasoline shortages, she
said.As prices soared for pet-
rochemical-based plastic, mills
discovered practical ways to con-
vert the less expensive recycled
substance into carpeting.

“But carpets are coarse,”said
Schor, a gardener and former
sports apparel designer.“I started
looking around for another raw
material and found a Korean com-
pany that could make something
finer [from plastic bottles] for
textiles.”

The sturdy but soft, padded
gloves retail at around $19.95 a
pair. Every recycled glove pro-
duced means one fewer 8-ounce
plastic bottle tossed into a landfill,
Schor said.

“In 2010, we will be retooling
and taking that to two bottles.
Everything but the palm [on
the gloves] will be 100 percent
recycled, and we’re even working
on that.”

More products coming
Americans generated 254 mil-

lion tons of trash, and recycled
and composted about 85 tons of
that in 2007, the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency said.
That works out to a recycling
rate of 33.4 percent.Those figures
represent municipal solid waste
— things commonly used and
then thrown away, such as food
scraps, grass clippings, old tires,
furniture and appliances. It does

not include industrial, hazardous
or construction waste.

Making greater use of organic
materials reduces the amount of
solid waste in landfills.

A company called EcoForms,
for example, has introduced a
line of durable but decompos-
able plant containers made from
grain husks and other natural
bindings.

The Liquid Fence Co. sells bio-
degradable manure-fiber-based
“CowPots”that can be placed
directly in the ground, eliminating
the transplant shock that often
results when starting seeds in
plastic pots.

And Bonnie Plants, a Union
Springs,Ala., grower and whole-
saler that supplies flowers and
vegetable plants to nearly every
major retailer in the country, has
been using peat containers rather

than plastic for much of its green-
house stock since the 1960s.

“We’re not going completely
organic but we are growing
greener,”said Dennis Thomas,
Bonnie’s general manager.
“Organic people will buy our peat
container because they know it
won’t last [in landfills] a million
years.

“Punching holes in the bottom
frees the roots to grow so you can
throw it into the ground along
with the plant. It becomes part
of the soil in a matter of weeks.
Compare that to plastic, which
doesn’t degrade.”

Scores of companies are shred-
ding bald vehicle tires into crumb
rubber, which has garden applica-
tions including mulch, tree rings,
soaker hoses and steppingstones.

“Sales are really up for the
mulch,”said MadelineWenz of

Garden Oaks Specialties in Bound
Brook, N.J., which retails the recy-
cled product by the bag or in bulk.
“It’s cleaner [than wood mulch],
comes in several colors and lasts
longer.”

Gardener’s Supply Co., in Bur-
lington,Vt., sells many products
made from recycled content.
The company recently surveyed
customers about what they were
looking for from garden suppliers.

“We had 22,000 responding,
with 70 percent saying they
cared about things involving the
environment, particularly energy
conservation, preserving habitat
and improving air quality,”said
spokeswoman Maree Gaetani.
“We’re still going through all
of it, but it’s obvious people are
reaching out for green kinds of
products.We’re seeing it in dollars
and cents.”
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be creative and have fun!
i Ounce for ounce, single-serving
bottled water can cost more than gas-
oline. Reject the high cost of bottled
water and use tap. If you prefer the
taste of filtered water, use a filter and
refill a stainless steel bottle.
i Use a refillable beverage container
for your coffee or tea. Fill it at home
and take it on the go to really start
saving — even if you reduce by just
one cup each weekday, that’s a sav-
ings of more than $500 per year, and
260 cups you’ll keep out of the land-
fill.
i Remember there are two sides to
every sheet of paper. Print only what
you must, use both sides of the paper,
and recycle it when you’re through.
i Recycle everything!The more you
recycle, the more you’ll reduce the cost
of your waste service fees.You’ll also
help keep valuable resources in circu-
lation and out of the landfill, as they
are reused to create new products.
Did you know it takes 95 percent less
energy to turn an aluminum can into
another aluminum can than it does to
create one from virgin materials?
i Donate or sell reusable items. It’s
the oldest and most effective way of
recycling.
i Buying used and repairing expen-
sive items are great ways to save
resources, and reuse.

We’re working toward a future
without landfills. Do you have ideas
for reuse and recycling that you’d like
to share? E-mail us at info@svswa.org
and maybe we’ll share them with our
readers!

i Alan Styles is recycling coordina-
tor for the SalinasValley Solid Waste
Authority. His column appears the
third Saturday of the month in Cen-
tral Coast Living. Contact him at
alanst@svswa.org.

RECYCLING
Continued from page 1C

GARDEN
Continued from page 1C

These breathable, soft but durable work
gloves were made from a plastic that was

recycled from beverage bottles. Every
recycled glove means one less 8-ounce

plastic bottle being tossed into a landfill,
the manufacturer claims.
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• Fixer Uppers • Bank Foreclosures
• Company Owned Properties

• Distress Sales

www.nathanfrater.com

Advantage

Century 21 Advantage
10 Katherine Avenue • Salinas, CA 93901

Business(831) 424-0681
Toll Free (800) 248-0681
Fax (831) 424-7156

Cell
(831) 261-5742
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341 Main Street341 Main Street
Salinas, CASalinas, CA

831-757-8920831-757-8920

20 CHAMISE CIRCLE
$ 214,800

166 HEAD STREET
$226,000

1075-A BEAUTY SHOP
$25,000

27232 CORTINA WAY
$775,888

32 MARION AVE.
$260,000

21 ABERFORD CIR.
$324,000

637 ELM
$150,000

Chuy Gutierrez
831-262-6324

Iris Marquez
831-794-5797

Carl Flores
831-595-5390

Gerry Bennett
831-206-8618

Andy Anderson
831-596-2744

Norma Esteban
831-970-3630

Frank Bellafiore
831-809-6424

Diane Faro
831-905-3759

Denise Ambrosini
831-682-7480

1075-A S. Main (Beauty Shop) Business Op....... $25,000
403 S. California St. 4 Units ........................ $290,000
1 Pajaro Cr. 4 units ................................... $475,000
345 Coleridge Dr. #91 2BR, 1,137 sf .............. $179,000
32 Marion Ave. 3BR/2BA, 1,666 sf................. $260,000
424 Front St. 3BR/1BA, 1,358 sf.................... $124,000
319 Vincent Place 3BR/3BA, 1,694 sf ............. $227,900
114 Harvest Street 2BR/1BA ........................ $164,900
1253 Los Olivos #10 3BR/1.5BA 1536 sf .......... $185,000

1834 Emerald Dr. 4BR/2.5BA, 2,396 sf..............$355,000
21 Aberford Ci. 3BR/2.5BA, 2,047 sf ...............$324,000
334 Elwood 3BR/2BA ..................................$194,800
1050 Charlestown Wy. 4BR/2.5BA 1716 sf.........$240,000
1707 Cherokee Dr. 3BR/2BA 1145 sf................$134,900
2416 N. Main St. #A 2/1 1004 sf (Lagoons) ........ $81,000
106 W. Rossi St #16 1BR/1BA 805 sf ................ $62,000

148 N. Madeira Ave. 3BR/2BA, 1144 sf ............$115,000
20 Chamise Circle 4B/2B 1805/SF ..................$214,800
1451 Tecopa Wy. 4BR/3BA, 1793 sf.................$245,000
6 Spoleto Cr. 4BR/2.5BA, 1860 sf .................. $290,000
1517 Canelli Ct. 4BR/3BA, 286 sf ...................$315,000
817 La Cuesta Ct. 4BR/2BA, 1282 sf................$186,000
1127 Montana St. 4BR/2BA, 1639 sf................$116,300
1432 Gaviota Dr. 3BR/2BA, 1097 sf .................$199,500
607 Dallas Ave. 3BR/2BA 1573 sf ...................$130,000
1611 Piazza Dr. 4BR/4BA 2983 sf ...................$290,000
1314 Grandhaven St. 3BR/1BA 1521 sf.............$141,000
714 Pino Way 3BR/1BA 1028 sf......................$119,900
1243 Camarillo Ct. 4BR/2BA 1364 sf ...............$157,900
715 Garner Ave. #204 3BR/2BA 950 sf .............. $79,000
1502 Cougar Drive 4BR/2BA 1549 sf................$202,900
1329 1st. Ave. 4BR/2BA 1508 sf Lot 9,400 sf......$138,500
1013 Eagle Drive 4BR/2BA 1353 sf..................$191,800
1449 Mustang Ct. 4BR/2BA 1353 sf .................$177,800
27 Mimbrera Circle 4BR/2BA 1344 sf...............$125,800

409 Hidden Valley Rd. 3BR/1BA 1119 sf
6.38 acres, 3 homes total ...........................$475,000

399 Berry Rd. 3BR/2BA, 1379 sf, large lot .............$239,000

18930 Pesante Rd. 3BR/2BA, 1375 sf, 1 Acre+ ...$330,000

0 Brown Rd. (Land) 14 Acres. Ocean View-Water..$437,777

3145 Marina Dr. 4BR/3BA, 2100 sf, New, Top Quality ..$597,500

3149 Marina Dr. 4BR/3BA, 2100 sf, New, Two Masters ..$597,500

3026 King Cr. 3BR/1BA, 1143 sf .................... $245,000

1636 Flores 4BR/1.5 BA, 1350 sf....................$298,000

1467 Judson St. 4BR/2BA, 2076 sf..................$349,900

1436 Luzern 2BR/1BA, 814 sf (Seaside) ...........$349,900

18 Compton 3BR/2BA, 1472 sf (Watsonville)......$270,000

631 Campbell Ave. 3BR/2BA, 1465 sf ..............$190,000

227 Clinton Way 3BR+Office, 1575 sf 1 YR “NINO” (GF)..$155,000

1235 Cabernet Dr. 3BR/1.5BA, 1124 sf (Gonzales) ..$169,000

777 Cipriani St. 3BR/2BA, 1442 sf (Gonzales) ....$215,000

1864 Palm Ave. 3BR/2BA, 1100 sf (Soledad) .....$204,000

809 Portola St. 3BR/2BA, 1773 sf (Soledad) ......$205,000

618 Del Monte Ci. 3BR/2BA, 1152 sf ...............$175,000

114 Bedford Ci. 3BR/2BA, 1379 sf (King City).....$135,000

389 Port Lane 4BR/2.5BA 2135 sf (Greenfield) ............$150,000

166 Head St. 4BR/3BA, 2160 sf (Soledad)........ ....$226,000

761 Solano 4BR/2.5BA, 2127 sf (Sol) ..............$218,000

262 Pacifico Place 3BR/1.5BA 1083 sf (gated) ......... $71,900

630 Bickle Dr. 4BR/3BA, 2354 sf Granite Kitchen..$293,000

561 Calcagno St. 4BR/3BA, 2578 sf (King City) ...$235,000

SOUTH SALINASSOUTH SALINAS

EAST SALINASEAST SALINAS

SEASIDE-MARINASEASIDE-MARINA

NORTH COUNTYNORTH COUNTY

WATSONVILLEWATSONVILLE

KING CITY/GREENFIELD/KING CITY/GREENFIELD/
SOLEDADSOLEDAD

Minta Brown
831-455-5463
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SALINAS SOLEDAD

SHORT SALESHORT SALESHORT SALE

630 BICKEL
$239,000

KING CITY

NORTH SALINASNORTH SALINAS

www.affinityproperties.biz

27 MIMBRERA CIRCLE
$125,800

SALINAS

Carol Franklin
831-277-6643

Don Benedetti
831-262-3686

Nadine Benedetti
831-262-3686

David Jensen
831-241-4789

Shelby Grubb
831-905-2877

Becky Beleu
831-262-7865

Kris Bunch
831-214-5171
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