
LOS ANGELES — Actor Leonardo
DiCaprio has sold a bluff-top contem-
porary in Malibu that had been listed at
$7,999,000.

The main house has two bedrooms
and two bathrooms in 2,374 square feet.
Walls of glass frame ocean views in the

living room. A guesthouse has two one-
bedroom suites, and
a stairway leads to
the beach.

DiCaprio, 34,
put the property
on the market in
mid-November. He
purchased it for
$6.35 million in 2007,
according to public
records.

The three-time Oscar nominee has

the lead in the upcoming thriller“Shut-
ter Island,”scheduled for October
release. Last year, he starred in“Body of
Lies”and“Revolutionary Road”and was
ranked as the fifth-highest-paid actor in
Hollywood by Forbes magazine. Among
his acting credits are“Blood Diamond”
(2006),“Catch Me if You Can”(2002) and
“Titanic”(1997).

He is a producer of“Greensburg,”a
series in its second season on Planet
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When U.S. Energy Secretary
Steven Chu announced in May
that President Obama’s adminis-
tration advocates painting roofs
white to keep buildings cooler, it
started a national conversation.
Paint roofs white? What would
that do to resale values?

While homeowners mull over
that prospect, they can consider
smaller projects that aren’t quite
that drastic.

“It’s not as hard to green your
home as everyone thinks,”says
Tiffany Wilmot, owner of Wilmot
Inc., a green-building consulting
firm in Nashville.“You can do
everything from using a timer to
take shorter showers to switching
to an old-fashioned reel mower to
save on gas and emissions.”

And every little bit helps, says
Jamie Qualk, vice president of
Smith Seckman Reid, an

See GREEN, 5C

GARDEN TIP
Light rain and favorable temperatures

have caused an eruption of weeds in
unmulched beds. The longer you delay
weeding, the harder the task. Don’t allow
weeds to flower and seed. Seedling
weeds can be removed easily, and with-
out pesticides, with a hoe. Use a file to
keep the hoe blade sharp.

— The Washington Post

Para La Gente set to release new CD
Monterey County-based Latin hip-hop group Para

La Gente is set to headline two shows locally to pro-
mote its new album,“People Living Growing”which
will be released June 25. Both shows will feature live
canvas painting by BasicLee and Epic.
i What: Para La Gente CD release concerts
i When/where: 9 p.m.Thursday at Blue Fin Billiards,
685 Cannery Row, Monterey; and 9 p.m. June 27 at
Giovane’s, 318 San Juan Grade Road, Salinas.
i Cost: $7 for each performance.
i Information: www.myspace.com/paralagente,
www.plgmusic.com, www.myspace.com/mcchange,
www.realizationsound.com.
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MARK YOUR
CALENDAR

After a four-month delay, the switch from ana-
log television signal to digital television was
implemented June 12. If you made the switch

to a new television, what are you doing with the old
one?

When it comes to any kind of useful item, reuse is
always the best option. But if no one you know has a
use for that old televi-
sion set, or it is no lon-
ger functional, bring
it to a designated
household hazard-
ous waste electronic
waste drop-off facil-
ity, such as the one
operated by the Sali-
nasValley Solid Waste
Authority at Sun
Street in Salinas.

Televisions, monitors, computers, cell phones and
other electronic waste contain materials hazardous
to health and the environment. Although they are
safe with normal use, they can contain lead, poly-
chlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), mercury, cadmium,
arsenic, zinc, chromium and selenium, which can
leach into the ground and pollute water and air
when improperly disposed.

SVSWA’s e-waste recycling drop-off helps take
the guesswork out of what do with old electronics,
ensures proper disposal and maximum recycling of

See STYLES, 9C

Erase fear by taking the risk out of buying a home

SMALL GREEN STEPS

Tiffany Wilmot uses the SinkPositive in the
powder room of her Nashville home on
June 8. SinkPositive is a sink that fits on

top of a standard toilet tank.
GANNETT

BY BRODERICK PERKINS
For The Salinas Californian

As any daredevil, extreme
sports athlete or adrenaline junkie
knows, well-grounded preparation
for the specific, risky task at hand
is what takes the fear out of trying.

The sometimes-risky sport of
home-buying is no different.

Those who’ve suffered the
agony of defeat in what’s likely
the most dangerous consumer
game, learned the hard way that
sheer fearlessness isn’t enough
to become and remain a hom-
eowner — through good times
and bad.

With the rules of the housing
game changed by the current

mortgage crisis, preparing to just
squeak by in the home-buying
ordeal isn’t enough to achieve a

decisive and lasting victory.
The idea isn’t just to buy a

home.The goal is to get and keep
a roof over your head.

That makes preparation key,
according to the National Associa-
tion of Realtors.

From NAR, here’s how to get
ready to be and remain a hom-
eowner:

i Create a wish list.Write down
housing wants and needs. Include
all the physical characteristics you
want or need. Include style, size,
layout and room configuration.
Look at the number of bedrooms
and bathrooms, and the basic
amenities you must have. Include

See PERKINS, 4C

You can help the improve
the environment one step
at a time in your home

Find Monterey County home
listings at www.mcar.com/
HomesearchConsumerinfo.html.

ONLINE

ALAN STYLES
Recycling

Keep old TVs
from polluting
the environment
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Gay Dales, Inc. Realtors
(831) 424-0771
444 S. Main

OPEN HOUSES
SUNDAY 1-3
13280 Corte Lindo
Hwy 68 .......................... $899,000
Linda McLaughlin Harrod • 831-915-0878

NEW LISTINGS
307 Franscioni Dr.
Soledad......................................... $199,000
5BR/3BA 2408sf • Amy Salmena

616 Ambrose Dr.
S. Salinas ...................................... $479,000
2BR/2BA 2262sf - 2 Units • Tom Folliard

87 Hitchcock Cyn. Rd.
Carmel Valley ................................ $649,000
2 Units • Amy Salmena

1666 Cupertino Way
North Salinas................................. $249,900
3BR/2BA 2113sf • Amy Salmena

OFFICE LISTINGS
23508 Belmont Cir. - Hwy 68..................$425,000
3.86 acre Lot• Linda McLaughlin-Harrod

1868 Cherokee #3 - No. Salinas ..............$195,000
3BR/2.5BA 1621sf • Lee Breshears

76 Robley Rd. - Hwy 68 .......................$1,075,000
3BR/3BA 3152sf • Susan Lubin-Brownlie

210 Pajaro/212 Monterey St.
So. Salinas .............................................$250,000
2 Units • Linda Dorris

25220 Pine Hills Dr. - Carmel...............$1,999,500
4BR/3BA 3293sf • Linda Dorris

950 Prado - Soledad ...............................$134,000
3BR/2BA 1360sf • Tom Folliard

18 Railroad Ave. - Spreckels....................$239,900
2BR/1BA 729sf • Susan Lubin-Brownlie

37 San Carlos Dr. - Salinas......................$559,000
Lot w/Plans • Lee Breshears

522 Santa Maria - E. Salinas....................$225,000
2 Units • Linda Dorris

22181 Toro Hills Dr.
Hwy 68 “Toro Hills”................................$975,000
3BR/2.5BA 2493sf • Linda Dorris

1201 Tyler St. - N. Salinas.......................$239,000
3BR/1.5BA 1539sf • Linda Dorris

26030 Via Protola - Carmel....................$ 679,999
4BR/2BA 1344sf • Susan Lubin-Brownlie

1738 Vosti - Soledad...............................$199,000
2BR/1BA 896sf • Linda Dorris

23512 Belmont Cir. - Hwy 68...............$1,499,000
4BR/4.5BA 4152sf • Lee Breshears

15115 Big Sky Lane - Hwy 68..............$1,445,000
4BR/5.5BA 5330sf • Linda McLaughlin-Harrod/Susan Lubin-Brownlie

119 Buena Vista Park- Soledad .................$60,900
3BR/1.5BA 1145sf • Tom Folliard

1547 Cambridge – N. Salinas ..................$334,900
3BR/2BA 2057sf • Lee Breshears

Linda
McLaughlin-Harrod

831-915-0878
mclaughlin@coldwellbanker.com

13280 Corte Lindo - Corral de Tierra

ABSOLUTELY IMMACULATE single level 4 b/r, 2.5 ba
home with 2500+ sf situated on one private & breathtaking

acre! Lovingly maintained with spacious kitchen/ family
room area, 2 fireplaces, 3-car garage & a large wrap-

around deck, ideal for soaking up the sun! Don’t miss
this rare opportunity at $899,000!!

STUNNING VIEWS

OPEN SUN 1-3

15115 Big Sky Lane -
Villa Oaks in San Benancio

BRAND NEW CONSTRUCTION & LAST ONE AVAILABLE!
This stunning 5335 sf residence boasts 5 b/r’s, 5.5 baths &

an open floorplan with room for everyone! Downstairs Master
Suite, over-sized chef’s kitchen/family room & a huge upstairs
game room plus 4 fireplaces & city conveniences! Enjoy the

sun-drenched & country setting of this coveted area!
Compare at $1,445,000!!

INCREDIBLE VALUE

Need another reason
to buy a home today?

What if a rich uncle told you he
would give you $8,000 if you

bought a home between
now and December1st?

Well, that rich uncle is “Uncle
Sam” and the $8,000 is part
of the stimulus package being

promoted by President Obama.
Find out how this $8,000,

coupled with today’s fantastic
prices and low interest rates can
turn you from a renter to having
a piece of that American Dream!

Call Tom today to find out
how affordable it is to
become a homeowner!

(831) 262-9296

Tom Folliard
“A Serious Agent

for Serious Clients”
831-262-9296



upside-down here, but an
amiable tale emerges.

Merlin is a likable young
chap, new to a kingdom
that bans magic.

He keeps his talent
secret, while meeting the
cocky Prince Arthur, the
beautiful servant Guinev-
ere and more.

There are some broad
moments — a deadly
song ... a lethal shield ...
a captive, talking dragon.
Still, it’s all executed with
a British sense for solid,
sensible drama.

Other choices include:
“Million Dollar Pass-

word,”8 p.m., CBS. This
fun rerun has Neil Patrick
Harris — maybe the best
of all the game guests
— and Rachael Ray.

“Unsung,”8 and 11 p.m.,
TV One (generally via
satellite or digital cable).
Shalamar began as a col-
lection of studio singers,
then switched people and
found disco-era fame.

The original stars
(including Jody Watley)
have left, but there were
still some hits; here’s a
profile.

“Impact,”9-11 p.m.,
ABC; concludes next Sun-
day.

A meteor shower,
including a dead planet,
crashes into the moon.
Soon, life on Earth seems
off-kilter. Experts (David
James Elliott, Natasha
Henstridge, etc.) scramble
to avert disaster.

“Herbie: Fully Loaded”

(2005), 9-11 p.m., Disney
Channel. In a late switch,
Disney moved its“High
School Musical”double-
feature to Saturday.That
makes tonight all-comedy,
including this Lindsay
Lohan film.

“True Blood,”9 p.m.,
HBO. Last week’s season-
opener concluded passion-
ately, with Sookie raging
at and lusting with Bill.

Now her new misstep
creates a huge crisis.
There are also some too-
gory moments involving

Lafayette, who is chained
in a dungeon.

“HGTV $250,000 Chal-
lenge”finale, 10 p.m.,
HGTV.

This home-makeover
series began with five
neighboring couples and
is now down to two — the
quietly confident Jeff and
Elizabell Marquez and
the passionate Fabian and
Lisa Duverney.

Tonight, they make over
their front yards, with
Carter Oosterhouse as the
guest expert.

HOMES & LIVING Weekend, June 20-21, 2009 9C

TV
Continued from page 7C

resources.
When you come to the

household hazardous waste
facility, bring your other
hazardous wastes, such as
batteries (household and
automotive), fluorescent
light bulbs, paint, toxic
cleaners and solvents,
oils, and other chemicals,
including fertilizers and
pesticides.

Not only is it illegal to
dump these items in the
trash or recycling bin; it
also poses a health hazard
to you and your family and
pets.

Don’t risk it. SVSWA
offers safe disposal and
prevents these harmful
chemicals from polluting
the local environment by
keeping them out of the
landfill.

Depending on supplies,
the SVSWA facility at Sun
Street also offers free paint
for reuse, so come check
out the supply before you
start your next project.

The Sun Street household
hazardous waste facility is
open from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Monday through Saturday
at 139 Sun St. in Salinas.

In the southern part
of Monterey County, the
Johnson Canyon house-
hold hazardous waste
facility is open the first
Saturday of every month.
For information about
household hazardous
waste and less toxic alter-
natives, visit the SVSWA
Web site at www.svswa.
org.

SVSWA is working
toward a future without
landfills, and you can
help by doing your part to
keep toxic wastes out of
the landfill and ensure a
better, safer future for the
SalinasValley and Mon-
terey County.

i Alan Styles is recycling
coordinator for the Salinas
Valley Solid Waste Author-
ity. His column appears
the third Saturday of the
month in Central Coast
Living. Contact him at
alanst@svswa.org.

STYLES
Continued from page 1C

First Church of Christ, Scientist
22 Winham Street, Salinas 424-5343

“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new
creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things

are become new.” (II Corinthians 5:17)

Sunday Services & Sunday School 10:30 am
Wednesday Testimony Meetings 7:30 pm

Reading Room M, T, Th, F, 12-2 pm W 6:15-7:15 pm
Se habla Español
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“I delight to do thy will, O my God:
yea, thy law is within my heart.”

(Psalms 40:8)
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RUSSELL ROAD NS
Beautiful 3-bedroom, 2-bath mobile...Cal Hawaiian
Family Park... 2001 coach, 1,456 sq. ft., vaulted
ceilings, sheetrock interior. Home shows beauti-
fully, close to clubhouse... shopping and schools.

Priced right at $85,000

847 CACTUS ES
A spiral staircase welcomes you to this
wonderful 4-bedroom/2.5-bath with over 2200
sq ft! Wonderful master suite with 2 walk-in
closets. This is a must see home!

$259,000

5217 ROYAL OAK
Views abound from this magnificent home! Two
decks, a hot tub and views as far as the eye can see
make this an entertainer’s delight. 4-bedroom, 2-
bath, 3-car garage. Located at the end of a private
gated drive with Manzanitas and Oaks to welcome
you home. A must see home. $599,000

14017 ORILLA DEL AGUA NOM
Family park! Beautiful cul-de-sac location - One of three
homes on the street. Backed up by fields - Offers beautiful
views! A yard you’ll love with lawn, fruit trees, flowers. Bay
window, large open deck area for entertaining. 3 BR/2 BA, spa-
cious! Vaulted ceilings, skylights. Coach is bright and sunny.

$79,000

NORTH DAVIS RD NS
Great layout. Very clean - Super location close to freeway
- strip mall. Lots of repeat clients. Owner wants to retire
- so here’s your chance! Great opportunity to run your
own business. Owner will provide financials to qualified
buyers. 7 super large washers, 28 single washers, 42+
dryers. Lots of open/folding space. Please do not ap-
proach employees or personnel. $225,000

1873 ELKHORN NOM
Gorgeous parcel of land - Live here and eventually
build your dream home. Value in the land, however
there is a home and several outbuildings. 2-bed-
room, 1-bath, 1,139 sq. ft. on 11 acres.

$459,000

OLSON PLACE NOM
New listing! Incredible custom home on
2.50 acres, gated community~ 4 br 2.5 baths ~
owner/contractor built and added all the extras!
Granite~marble~wine cellar~2000 sf. Work shop
for your toys!

$1,175,000

HWY 140 MIDPINES CA
Brand new mobile - never been lived in 3br, 2ba,
1270 sf. This is a great escape for retirement
or just getting away. Senior park-55 or older.
Everything is brand new inside.

$163,500

RUSSELL RD #42 NS
Beautiful double wide with lots of owner extras
- 2 full baths - tub in each. Beautiful laundry
area, large kitchen with formal dining area.
Great location, close to clubhouse! This is a
family park - See before you buy another one!
Owner may help with financing. $40,000

1175 BOBCAT ES
Perfect for first time home buyers or investors!
fireplace, tile roof, tile kitchen counter tops.
great condition! 4br 2ba 1353 sf.

$229,000

Too New
For Photo

Want a list of bank-owned properties?
Call Donna 443-2121

Want to pursue a short sale? We’ll go for it!

466 WIMBLEDON NS
Great opportunity! 5br/3ba home in N. Salinas.
This one has it all! Carpet, tile floors, granite
countertops and more! Game room on 2nd floor.
Tile roof, fireplace in family room, 3 car garage,
automatic sprinklers front & back.

$399,900

1000 BOLOGNA ES
Beautiful home in East Salinas! 4br/3ba, 2 car
garage. Shows like new. Priced to sell! 1900 sq
ft. Fireplace in family room, tile roof.

$270,000

Too New
For Photo

13323 MIRA LOMA NOM
This one is special - beautiful fenced yard
- fruit trees - rose garden - large deck area for
entertaining or enjoying the outdoors. Mobile is
beautifully maintained and ready for occupancy.
See this one before you buy - living room &
family room. $40,000

729 SAUSAL NS
Beautiful 3-bedroom, 2 full bath home in N. Salinas!
1661 sq. ft. Nice backyard. Family room being used
as a nice large bedroom. Fireplace in cozy living
room. Must see to appreciate. Close to schools and
shopping. $174,900

Too New
For Photo

1630 BOSTON NS
Great open floor plan. Fireplace in family room.
Well maintained 3-bedroom, 2-bath home. This
one is nice & clean! Refrigerator is included (no
warranty).

$245,000

1116 CORTEZ #A ES
Priced to sell! Two-bedroom/1.5-bath condo in
very good condition. Tile, carpet, Pergo floors.
Close to schools and shopping.

$59,000

Too New
For Photo

50880 PINE CANYON SOM
Located minutes from King City - in rural country
setting home on 1.65 acres, surrounded by mature
landscaping and trees. Enjoy the views of valley,
vineyards and city lights. Plenty of windows throughout
allowing the enjoyment of surrounding beauty. 4br/
3ba, over 2100 sf! $399,000

Too New
For Photo

911 ROCKS ROAD NOM
Gorgeous ranch in San Juan Bautista! 5 acres.
Close to schools and the historical mission - ex-
cellent location. 3br/2ba, 2 car garage. Beautiful
views!

$750,000

Too New
For Photo

Monterey County Association of REALTORS®
www.mcar.com • Phone 831.393.8660

NOTE:
MCAR logo
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As the housing prices have tumbled,
homes have become affordable for
more people; the combination of low
home prices and low interest rates does
not happen often.
Currently 30 year fixed loans are
available, up to the conforming limit
of $417,000, in the 5 to 5.5% range.
The Super Conforming rates are only
about 0.25% higher and go to a limit of
$729,750. This is a great opportunity
for home buyers and could be a great
opportunity for homeowners wishing
to refinance at a lower rate if they have
at least 20% equity in the property.
These lower rates have been aided by
the US Government’s commitment to
purchase Mortgage Backed Securities.
If the demand for these bonds is high,
the price of the bond rises and the yield

or the interest rate goes down. Many
think that the mortgage rates are tied
to the Treasury Bonds. They are not,
although they will many times trend in
the same direction because they are a
similar investment.
The first step in purchasing a home is
to find a mortgage consultant / loan of-
ficer that you feel comfortable working
with who will pre-approve you for the
loan you can afford. This will aid your
Realtor in showing you homes that will
fit into your budget.
Here are some questions to ask your
potential mortgage consultatnt:
1) What are mortgage interest rates
based on? (The only correct answer
is Mortgage Backed Securities or
Mortgage Bonds, NOT the 10-year
Treasury Note. DO NOT work with a

lender who has their eyes on the wrong
indicators.)
2) What is the next Economic Report
or event that could cause interest rate
movement? (A professional lender
will have this at their fingertips.)
3)WhenBernanke and the Fed “change
rates”, what does this mean… and what
impact does this have on mortgage in-
terest rates? (The answer may surprise
you. When the Fedmakes amove, they
can change a rate called the “Fed Funds
Rate” or “Discount Rate”. These are
both short- term rates that impact cred-
it cards, Home Equity credit lines, auto
loans and the like. On the day of the
Fed move, Mortgage rates most often
will actually move in the opposite di-
rection as the Fed change. This is due
to the dynamics within the financial

markets in response to inflation.)
4) Do you have access to live, real
time, mortgage bond quotes? (If a
lender cannot explain how Mortgage
Bonds and interest rates are moving
in real time and warn you in advance
of a costly intra-day price change, you
are talking with someone who is still
reading yesterday’s newspaper, and
probably not a professional with whom
to entrust your home mortgage financ-
ing.)
Check the MCAR site at www.MCAR.
com or call 393-8660 for a list of Lend-
er Affiliates with MCAR.
Bill Graham
831-402-9200

CADRE#00654852


