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MELLOW YELLOW:
A BOLD ACCENT BRIGHTENS A

HOME’S INTERIOR
Sunny yellow brings a note of color inside even

on the grayest days. Liven up your decor with a
few small punches of cheer.
» KitchenAid KSM150PS five-quart stand mixer,KitchenAid KSM150PS five-quart stand mixer,KitchenAid KSM150PS five-quart stand mixer

$299.99 at Macy’s. REAL ESTATE
LISTINGS INSIDE

MARK YOUR
CALENDAR

COMING SATURDAY
IN LIVING

Auto show idolizes classic lemons.

HOT
PROPERTY

Lauren Beale, Los Angeles Times

This photo courtesy of Holly Lepere Photography shows an outdoor space designed by Grace Designs. There are many creative fencing
and landscape options that can help create a zone of privacy in your yard. THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

BY KIM COOK
For The Associated Press

Your house may have a beau-
tiful outdoor living space, per-
fect for quiet morning coffee
or fun evening get-togethers.

But if adjacent homes loom
large, or your home backs up
on public land, you can’t truly
relax until your “al fresco”
space becomes a little more
private.

It’s a particular problem for

homeowners in close-in sub-
urbs, where backyards abut
and you may as well invite
the neighbors to everything
you do outside since they’re
pretty much right there with
you anyway. But even spacious

yards can feel exposed, with
neighboring lots impinging on
personal space.

There are many creative
fencing and landscape options

See GARDEN, 5B

GANNETT

BY BRODERICK PERKINS
For The Salinas Californian

When you decide to quit mak-
ing mortgage payments and walk
away from home ownership, you
are taking a walk down a slippery
path.

It’s a path to a “strategic

default,” which occurs when
a homeowner who can afford
to make mortgage payments
decides not to in order to induce
foreclosure.

The questionable strategy is
often used by homeowners who
are “underwater” with a mort-
gage that’s larger than the home’s

value. The approach is more
likely if the homeowner believes
the home will take too long to
recover sufficient equity and the
homeowner also can rent a home
for less than the mortgage pay-
ment.

Other homeowners are duped
into strategic defaults by fraudu-

lent services offering faulty
advice. Crooked mortgage relief
services often tell homeowners to
stop making payments to get the
lender’s attention for mortgage
assistance, say, a mortgage modi-
fication or other loan workout.

See PERKINS, 6B

Eco-savvy students recog-
nize the recycle symbol
as a sign of intelligence,

and wear reuse like school pride.
Good news for parents, who can
enjoy serious cost savings under
the guise of being eco-cool.

For things like backpacks and
outerwear, back-to-school bud-
gets go further when you shop

reused. Check thrift stores or
garage sales, or search “school
supplies” or “backpacks” on
Craigslist.org.

Kids often outgrow clothes
faster than they can wear them
out, so shopping second hand or
doing neighborhood exchanges
can deliver great buys on barely
used items, including uniforms.

From gently worn to extreme
rock ‘n’ roll edge, some cloth-
ing is more fashionable showing
wear, such as denim jeans and
jackets.

To reap savings throughout the
school year, invest in reuse for
lunch and afterschool snack

See STYLES, 6B

Legacy Players plan
poetry performance

The Legacy Players of The
Western Stage is a group of
12 veteran senior actors from
Monterey County, who combined
have more than five centuries of
theater experience and who offer
unique performances with the
aim of illuminating and enriching
the community. The group plans a
poetry performance for Saturday
and Sunday.
» What: “Poems We Love; and
Some We Just Kind Of Like,” a
performance by the Legacy Play-
ers.
» When: 2 p.m. Saturday and
Sunday
» Where: Choral Room of Per-
forming Arts Facility at Hartnell
College, 411 Central Ave., Salinas.
» Admission: Free

Expect fallout from a strategic default

ALAN STYLES
Recycling

Eco-nomics: Easy lessons in reuse for back-to-school

Two very quick bitesTwo very quick bitesTw
Summer is traditionally a slow

season in real estate, but you
wouldn’t know it based on two
super-quick deals of note.

One sale in the works involves
the former Sunset Strip-area
home of legendary film director
Orson Welles. The gated com-
pound came on the market at
$1,285,000 late last month, and in
less than two weeks a sale was
pending.

With its crown molding and
wainscoting, the 1921 main
house is the picture of Southern
Colonial style. The property,Colonial style. The property,Colonial style. The property
one third of an acre, also has
a guesthouse and a swimming
pool.

Welles, who died at 70 in 1985,
gained recognition in 1938 with
his panic-inducing “The War of
the Worlds” radio drama about
a Martian invasion. His film
masterpiece, “Citizen Kane,” was
released 70 years ago.

Meanwhile, the Hancock Park
home of “Parks and Recreation”
co-creator Michael Schur and
his wife, TV producer and writer
Jennifer Philbin, went into
escrow eight days after com-
ing on the market earlier this
summer. It sold for $1,775,000
— $26,000 above their asking
price.

The Spanish-style contempo-
rary was built in 2007, the Old
World ambience given up-to-date
features including pre-wiring for
media, built-in speakers, auto-
mated lighting and a

See PROPERTY, 7B

Tips for creating backyard privacy

SECRET GARDEN
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35 Maple St. • Salinas
831-424-0001

www.tncrealestate.com

FEATURED PROPERTIES

SCOTT CRAIG 214-2651

27155 PRESTANCIA WAY
LAS PALMAS
$649,000

DALE HANDLEY 595-0237

214 MARYA214 MARYA214 MAR L DRIVE
NORTH SALINAS

$195,000

VS-9000137737

DALE HANDLEY 595-0237

20412 FRANCISCAN WAY
TORO PARK
$629,500

22 Santa Ana Dr., South Salinas $549,000...................................... (Dale Handley 595-0237)

22329 Berry Dr., Pine Canyon $711,000............................................ (Jim Poulton 595-1826)

1493 River Rd, Salinas RANCH LAND ..................................................... (Jeff Pluta 214-0042)

22600 Veronica Drive, Toro Park $595,000 ......................................... (Scott Craig 214-2651)

704 Garner Avenue, #28, East Salinas $92,650 .........................(Samantha Liptak 214-2359)

486 Carr Ave., Aromas $239,900......................................................(Mike Handley 262-2400)

364 West St., Soledad $149,900 PENDING ......................................(Mike Handley 262-2400)




