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KNOCK KNOCK
Open the door to

a new look for your
home’s entrance.
> Agave Ironworks’

small twisted
ring pull
door
knocker,
$39 to $41
depending
on finish at
www.knobs
andhardware.
com.

MARK YOUR
CALENDAR

HOT
PROPERTY

Lauren Beale, Los Angeles Times

COMING SATURDAY
IN LIVING

Salinas architects suggest quick ways
to make the city more visually appealing.

BY KIM COOK
For The Associated Press

If you prefer a contemporary decor style, you
aren’t interested in rustic jack-o’-lanterns or
homespun stuffed witches when Halloween
comes around. But fear not:This
season, you’ll find lots of ghoul-
ish yet glamorous pieces to
fete the occasion.

Modern Alchemy’s
Memento Mori col-
lection includes a set
of beautiful black
porcelain plates
etched with silver
skulls.There also
are sleek, ebony skull
candles to provide
drama on a beverage bar.

Send invites using its ele-
gant skull-printed stationery, or check out

See DECOR, 2B

BY BRODERICK PERKINS
For The Salinas Californian

When housing went down in
the Golden State, it took hun-
dreds of California’s jobs and a
$54 billion chunk of the economy
with it.

According to“The Economic
Benefits of Housing,”a study
by the California Homebuild-
ing Foundation, an economic
research and consulting group,

every newly constructed single-
family home generates 3.24 jobs
during construction and supports
another 1.2 jobs, and each dollar
spent building a home generates
another 80 cents in total eco-
nomic activity.

But with deep fissures in the
housing market, considered a
cornerstone of the economy,
new home construction alone
contributed only $13.8 billion
to California’s economy in 2009

and nearly 77,000 jobs, down
80 percent from $67.7 billion in
economic output and a whop-
ping 84 percent from 487,000
jobs when the home-building
boom peaked in 2005 statewide.

In Monterey County, builders
constructed 456 new homes in
2008, but only 194 in 2009. While
Monterey County’s new-home
construction generated 811 jobs
in 2008, it could only come up
with 372 last year. New home

construction generated only
$64 million in economic output in
2009, down from nearly $140 mil-
lion in 2008.

Statewide, at the peak, the
205,000 new homes permitted
accounted for almost 3 percent of
the state’s total economic output.
That fell to 0.4 percent in 2009,
when only 35,000 new homes
were permitted statewide, the
study says.

Even at the peak, the number of

new homes permitted fell below
the 220,000 that the state Depart-
ment of Housing and Community
Development said are needed
annually to meet normal popula-
tion growth.

It’s not just the direct economic
effects of the new-home building
industry’s construction efforts.

Toss in a range of related ser-
vices, including remodeling,

See PERKINS, 3B

Housing bust withered California’s economy, job market

ALAN STYLES
Recycling

Library to launch new
book club Tuesday

The John Steinbeck Library,
one of the branches of the Sali-
nas Public Library, is launching
a new book club beginning Tues-
day evening.

Any adult who enjoys reading
and has an interest in meeting
with others who have the same
love is invited to participate in
the first program to initiate a
new book club. Book club activi-
ties will be free and open to the
public. Participants are encour-
aged to submit book titles for
reading and discussion.
> What: Book club launch
> When: 6 p.m.Tuesday
> Where: John Steinbeck
Library, 350 Lincoln Ave., Sali-
nas.
> Cost: Free
> Information: Jayne Wilsey, 831-
758-7367 or jaynew@ci.salinas.
ca.us.

‘Borat’ star also leases out
his Sunset Strip area house

Comedic actor and film star
Sacha Baron Cohen has leased
out his Sunset Strip-area house
for $9,000 a month. But the major
real estate deal this summer
for Baron Cohen and his wife,
actress Isla Fisher, was the pur-
chase of a nearby Mediterranean
compound listed at $18.9 million.

Set behind hedges on close
to four wooded acres, the gated
property includes a main house,
a guesthouse, a swimming pool,
a detached theater, a wine room,
a tennis court with a clubhouse
and a caretaker’s cottage.The
1940s’house has seven bedrooms

See PROPERTY, 3B

Halloween is understand-
ably a favorite holiday.
Between the candy, scary

stories, parties and costumes,
it’s a great time to scare up some
fun!

But like many holidays, the
extra waste generated by our
celebrations can be frightful for
the environment. Here are easy
tricks to reduce waste as a treat
to our beautiful valley.

Pumpkins
Buy local and organically

grown pumpkins. Shopping local
reduces vehicle emissions and
greenhouse gases.

Use the pumpkin seeds. When
you carve your jack-o’-lantern,
salt and toast the seeds for a
tasty snack. If you don’t like
pumpkin seeds, dry them for
birdseed.

Compost your pumpkins. Put
your jack-o’-lantern in the com-
post pile to help nourish your
plants next spring. If you don’t
already compost, it’s a great time
to start!

Decorations
Reuse decorations. Check a

See STYLES, 3B

Easy tricks
to reduce
waste for
HalloweenGilding the

Halloween pumpkin:Halloween pumpkin:

PHOTOS BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

This product image released by
Modern Alchemy shows its sleek,

ebony skull candles.

creepy chic decor

This product image released by Modern Alchemy shows
its black porcelain plates etched with silver skulls from its
Memento Mori collection.

SELLING MONTEREY COUNTY FOR OVER 30YEARS.

DALE HANDLEY 595-0237

19425 PRESTANCIA CT.
LAS PALMAS
$792,500

90
00
12
58
42

90
00
12
58
42

35 Maple St. • Salinas
831-424-0001

www.tncrealestate.com

FEATURED PROPERTIES

19615 Longview Terrace, Las Palmas $799,000 ........... Scott Craig 214-2651
18780 Ranchito Del Rio Drive, Las Palmas $671,000 ... Scott Craig 214-2651
232 E. Romie Lane, South Salinas $275,000 ............. Dale Handley 595-0237
345 Coleridge Dr. #77, South Salinas $194,900 ....... Mike Handley 262-2400
22 Santa Ana Dr., South Salinas $649,000 ................ Dale Handley 595-0237

LISTINGS

SCOTT CRAIG 214-2651

1336 DICKENS
DRIVE,
SOUTH
SALINAS

OPEN HOU
SE SUN. 2-

4

Wonderful 3 bedroom, 1.5 bath spacious down-
stairs bonus room with ceramic tile, remodeled
bathrooms, custom window coverings, modern
lighting, new stove and dishwasher ...$269,000

SAMANTHA LIPTAK 214-2359

315
AMHERST
DRIVE,
SOUTH
SALINAS

OPEN HOU
SE SUN. 12

-2

Fantastic 3 bedroom, 2 bath home in a great neigh-
borhood. Huge park-like backyard with new land-
scaping. Totally remodeled to include, new floors,
paint, kitchen appliances and more....$398,000

Trust
Respect

Integrity
Vicki

Pitman
Realtor ® GRI, E-PRO, SRES

831-809-7722
Pruneda Real

Estate Advisors9000124855
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LET’S MAKE A DEAL!

2,869 Sq Ft, 4 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths, Loft
Homesite 20

Mesa Ridge in GilroyGrand
Opening!
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