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MUG SHOTS: ROOMY VESSELS
HOLD YOUR WARM DRINKS

It’s the time of year when steaming mugs of hot
chocolate or latte or just plain coffee really hit the spot.
Take a sip from attractive mugs.
> Write your own message on this postcard mug, and

bake it for 35 minutes to make the note permanent.
$40 at www.uncommongoods.com. REAL ESTATE
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Lauren Beale, Los Angeles Times

COMING SATURDAY
IN LIVING

Dogs (and their owners) listen when
Barbara De Groodt speaks.

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

This Oct. 28 photo shows Catalog Living creator Molly Erdman as she poses in her apartment with props in Los Angeles. Erdman manages a website called
Catalog Living, a daily parody of the photos taken for upscale home catalogs.

Planet Gemini to host
reggae concert Saturday

Planet Gemini is set to host a reggae beat Sat-
urday with a concert featuring Lujan &TheYard
Stylee Allstars (lead singer from Dub-Wize), the
Rastafarians, DJ Moi and MC Rocky Allen Bailey.
> What: Reggae concert
> When: 10:30 p.m. Saturday; doors open 8:30 p.m.
> Where: Planet Gemini, 2110 N. Fremont St., Mon-
terey.
> Tickets: $20. Age 21 and older.Tickets on sale
now atTwisted Roots, 482 Alvarado St., Monterey.
> Information: 831-394-6534.

BY BRODERICK PERKINS
For The Salinas Californian

Right now, the languishing
housing market offers some
lingering upsides for those who
have investment dollars to burn.

Home prices are low, financ-
ing is cheap and inventories are
bulging.

The planets have aligned over
vacation rental acquisitions.

The road’s been rocky for real
estate in recent years, but that
means it’s a buyer’s market and
a good time to grab a piece of
the American Dream as a solid,
long-term investment.

“Vacation homes are almost
always a good investment,”says
vacation rental guru Christine
Karpinski, director of Owner
Community for HomeAway.com,
a portal for vacation rentals,
hosting some 540,000 vacation
rental listings.

See HOME, 8B

It’s a good
time to buy
a vacation
home

‘CSI’ star buys after
years on the case

After a two-year house hunt,
“CSI: Miami”star Rex Linn has
bought a Sherman Oaks home
for $1,415,000.

The actor had been renting a
less-than-1,000-square-foot John
Lautner-designed house nearby
for 20 years but decided he was
ready to pull the trigger on a
bigger place after he became
engaged in June.The one-bed-
room, one-bathroom midcentury
rental is called the Foster House.

“It’s the first house I lived in
when I moved here from Okla-
homa City,”Linn said.

The landlord had “500 appli-
cants” to rent the house, Linn
said, and didn’t like the actors
who lived in the neighborhood.
“So I actually fibbed a bit,”Linn
said.“Told him I worked for a
construction company.”

The former Texan tried to buy
the Lautner house for the last

See PROPERTY, 5B

BY MARTHA IRVINE
Associated Press

CHICAGO — It started with figs, on a
plate, stashed under a pool side table.

The caption under the photo in the
home design catalog urged readers to
“enjoy the comfort and ease of indoor
entertaining with outdoor sectionals, pil-
lows and accessories.”

But Molly Erdman saw something else.
She saw a chance to poke fun at some-
thing, well ... kinda ridiculous.

The actor/comedian sat down at her
computer last June and wrote her own
caption.

“Sweetheart,”it said,“theTurners will
be here any minute now! Did you put the
plate of figs under the table?”

And her blog,“Catalog Living,”was born.

Erdman didn’t necessarily set out to
create a daily parody of the sometimes
serious, overly put-together nature of
photos from high-end home accessory
catalogs. She got her start as a comedian
with Chicago’s Second City and moved to
Los Angeles three years ago to pursue an
acting and writing career.You might

See DESIGN, 6B

Blogs poke fun at
over-seriousness of home design

During the holidays we generate
more waste than any other time
of the year. Between celebrations,

decorations and gift exchanges, the strain
on the waste stream is increased by an
average of 25 percent fromThanksgiving
to New Year’s.

How can you reduce holiday waste,
give thoughtful“green”gifts, and tie up
gift-wrapping in a snap?The answer to
all these questions is the same: reusable
bags.

To reduce waste now, use reusable bags
whenever and wherever you shop. Of
course they’re ideal for grocery shopping

— some stores even give you credit for
bringing bags — but think outside the gro-
cery store and use your bags for all

See STYLES, 7B

ALAN STYLES
Recycling

Holiday waste reduction is in the bag

SELLING MONTEREY COUNTY FOR OVER 30YEARS.

SAMANTHA LIPTAK 214-2359

1244 TRAZADO AVE.
NORTH SALINAS

$229,900
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35 Maple St. • Salinas
831-424-0001

www.tncrealestate.com

FEATURED PROPERTIES

201 Clinton Ct., North Salinas $249,000......................Dale Handley 595-0237
19615 Longview Terrace, Las Palmas $769,000 ........... Scott Craig 214-2651
18780 Ranchito Del Rio Drive, Las Palmas $599,000 ... Scott Craig 214-2651
315 Amherst Dr. South Salinas $379,000 ................. Mike Handley 262-2400
1336 Dickens Drive, South Salinas $229,000 ................. Scott Craig 214-2651
22 Santa Ana Dr. South Salinas $639,000 ................. Dale Handley 595-0237

LISTINGS
PENDING

OPEN SUN
1-3

DALE HANDLEY 595-0237

19425 PRESTANCIA CT.
LAS PALMAS
$792,500

DALE HANDLEY 595-0237

232 E. ROMIE LANE
SOUTH SALINAS

$254,900




