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BY BRODERICK PERKINS
For The Salinas Californian

If you purchased a home a
year ago and have the equity and
credit worthiness to swing it, refi-
nancing the property today could
save you hundreds of dollars a
month, thanks to lower interest
rates.

Or, if you are in the market to

buy a home, lower interest rates
and more affordable prices could
give you a mortgage that’s hun-
dreds of dollars lower than your
rent.

Freddie Mac’s Primary Mort-
gage Market Survey earlier this
month put the average fixed
interest rate for 30-year conform-
ing mortgages at
4.91 percent. In California it was

4.88 percent.
Last year at this time, the 30-

year fixed rate mortgage nation-
wide averaged 6.14 percent.

On a $500,000 mortgage, con-
sidered a“jumbo conforming
loan,”expect to pay about a quar-
ter percent more, says Michael
Rodriguez, broker-owner of Plati-
num Capital Mortgage and Real
Estate in Salinas.

So at 6.39 percent a year ago,
the mortgage (principal and inter-
est) payment on that $500,000
loan would be about $3,124 com-
pared with about $2,733 now for
the cheaper 5.16 percent mort-
gage, a hefty monthly savings of
nearly $400, according to Erate.
com mortgage calculators.

See PERKINS, 2C

Lower rates open doors for owners, buyers

ALAN STYLES
Recycling

Steinbeck Center to light
‘Tree for Peace’ Tuesday

The National Steinbeck Center
plans to hold the first of what
it hopes will become an annual
tradition when it lights and dedi-
cates aTree for Peace onTuesday.
The event will feature a white
ribbon passed out by the Salinas
High School FFA on which
members of the community will
be invited to write messages for
peace.The messages will be tied
into bows and installed on the
tree.
i What: Tree for Peace dedica-
tion and lighting.
i When: 4:30 p.m. ribbon writing
and bow making; 5 p.m. decorat-
ing the tree; 5:15 p.m. Salinas
High FFA colors presentation
and salute; 5:30 p.m. program
and Salinas Jaycees Holiday
Carol; 5:45 p.m. tree lighting.
i Cost: Free; the public is invited
to participate.
i Information: Steve McShane
at 831-970-4141 or sp@
mcshanenursery.com.

Don’t be a
turkey —
green your
Thanksgiving

BY MELISSA KOSSLER DUTTON
For The Associated Press

A t holiday time, trains
whiz through Richard
Kloewer’s yard, past

the lighted evergreen trees,
dolls, teddy bears, even a
miniature Harley-Davidson
display.

“I don’t want to dis-
appoint anybody,”said
Kloewer of Englewood,
Colo.

Kloewer is one of many
garden railway enthusiasts
who share their hobby with
friends and strangers. Each
year, he and his wife, Alice,
turn their yard into a winter
wonderland featuring
10 trains, more than 35,000
lights and 80 Christmas
houses, and they open it to
the public between Thanks-
giving and NewYear’s Day.

Kloewer, who created his
first over-the-top holiday
display 27 years ago, added
the trains in 1998.

Garden railroading,
which began in England

about 150
years ago, is
the fastest

growing segment of model
railroading, said Marc
Horovitz, editor of Garden
Railways Magazine, based
in Waukesha, Wis.

Developing a perma-
nent, outdoor layout for
the trains, which are a
bit larger than the popu-
lar indoor Lionel trains,
requires some knowledge
about the plants around
which the tracks wind,
Horovitz said. Hobbyists
must consider how the
plants will grow, and how
that will affect the scenes
they construct.

Donald and Jane Nute
installed a train in their
backyard 10 years ago
because they thought it
would enhance their gar-
den. A few times a year,
they invite the public and
members of their garden
railway club to their Ath-
ens, Ga., home for an open
house.

The Nutes have enjoyed
figuring out what types
of plants work best with
their railroad.They use a

lot of miniature plants to

complement the scale of the
train cars.

“It’s an interesting aspect
of gardening,”said Donald
Nute.

In addition to learning
about new plants, he has
had to create a layout that
can withstand various
kinds of weather. Most gar-
den railway train operators
leave their buildings and
track outside year-round,
and that requires more
maintenance than indoor
layouts need.

“Indoor railroaders use
techniques to make build-
ings look weathered,”Nute
said.“We have to deal with
weather.”

Professional gardens,
too, have come to see gar-
den railways as a way to
enhance a visitor’s experi-
ence, said Madeline Quig-
ley, spokeswoman for the
American Public Garden
Association in Kennett
Square, Pa.

See TRAINS,
2C

Garden railways a particular hit at holiday time
CHOO CHOO

Trains
such as
this one

have become
highlights of

holiday displays.
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

During the holidays,
Californians produce 25
percent more waste than

at other times of the year.This
Thanksgiving, reduce, reuse and
recycle to give your loved ones
a greener planet and healthier
local environment, for which
they will be truly thankful.

Reconnaissance
Plan your shopping trips to

reduce your impact on the envi-
ronment:
i Map your route to condense
your driving.
i Bring reusable shopping bags.
i Bring a reusable water bottle
and/or travel coffee cup to use
when you need to take a break.

Recycle
Show your guests and kitchen

helpers where to recycle and
what to compost.

Ask the host or hostess where
to put recyclables.

Reduce and reuse
i Use reusable plates, cups,
utensils, napkins and tablecloths
for your place settings.
i Serve water from pitchers into
goblets with wine charms to help
your guests know which glass is
theirs, and reduce the need for

See RECYCLING, 2C

Running back Reggie
Bush’s house is latest play

LOS ANGELES — Former
University of Southern Califor-
nia tailback-turned-New Orleans
Saint Reggie Bush has listed
his Hollywood Hills home at
$5,099,000.

The tri-level contemporary sits
at the end of a cul-de-sac and has
360-degree views encompass-
ing Long Beach, Santa Catalina
Island, Malibu and nearby moun-
tains.There are four bedrooms
and 5 1/2 bathrooms in 4,831
square feet. Glass entry doors
open to a soaring living room.

Designed for entertaining, the
property has

a home the-
ater, a swim-
ming pool
and a spa.

The house
even has a
red plush-
lined
elevator
bearing
the mono-
gram RB,

making the
digs move-in
ready for
actress

See PROPERTY,
3C

REGGIE
BUSH/AP

Table toppers
You don’t have to stick to the traditional to

adorn your table for parties and celebrations
this Thanksgiving. Have some fun with color,
or use some of the standard themes in new
ways. Try richly colored or patterned plates
instead of the good china. Set of four turkey

salad plates, $48 at Pottery Barn.
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FEATURED PROPERTIES

35 Maple Street
Salinas

831-424-0001
www.tncrealestate.com

SELLING MONTEREY COUNTY FOR OVER 30YEARS

LISTINGS
685 GARDENIA PL., SOLEDAD ..............................$142,000
240 OAK ST., SOLEDAD...........................................$94,900
608 N. 3RD ST., KING CITY .......................................$63,600
614 N. 3RD ST., KING CITY .......................................$55,900
19214 SUNRIDGE PL., LAS PALMAS.....................$649,000
128 NISSEN RD., #3, SOUTH SALINAS..................$359,000

14 TREVITHAL ST., NORTH SALINAS....................$135,000
1260 1ST AVE., EAST SALINAS................................$95,900
784 HOLLY ST., EAST SALINAS ............................. $117,500
619 MAE AVE., EAST SALINAS ..............................$169,600
804 LA CUESTA CT., EAST SALINAS.....................$177,500
169 LOWELL ST., SEASIDE ....................................$199,810
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SCOTT CRAIG
214-2651

19234 DOVEWOOD CT.
LAS PALMAS
$529,000

SCOTT CRAIG
214-2651

45260 MERRITT ST.
KING CITY
$129,000

DALE HANDLEY
595-0237

25 HARPER CANYON RD.
SALINAS
$988,000
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MyMy REALTORREALTOR®
LLegacy Real Estateegacy Real Estate

831-229-0663

Lucy Jensen
$10,000 OFF$10,000 OFF

This Weekend Only!This Weekend Only!
Bella Terra, New Homes, SoledadBella Terra, New Homes, Soledad

OPEN Sat. & Sun. 12-3OPEN Sat. & Sun. 12-3
*some exceptions apply*some exceptions apply
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“It brings kids to nature,”
she said.“It allows us to tell
the story with families that
bring their kids to the gar-
dens.”

Botanical gardens and con-
servatories in NewYork City;
Chicago; Columbus, Ohio, and
other cities routinely set up a
holiday train display.

The trains draw attention to
the plant life and other exhib-
its at the gardens, Quigley
said.They often rely on local

garden railway clubs to set up
and run the displays.

“It’s a perfect fit for public
gardens,”she said.“That’s why
it’s become a tradition for so
many gardens.”

Gary Martin spends an hour
a day working on his railway
inTucson, Ariz. His layout fea-

tures 250 miniature structures
and about 750 figures.

He divides his time between
painting and maintaining the
buildings and figures, and
trimming and tending the
plants along the track.

He and his wife, Peggy, a
master gardener, have always
had an extensive garden.
Installing the train gave them
a new way to enjoy the pur-
suit.

“I have it because it adds
to the garden,”he said.“I
would not be in the railroad-
ing hobby if it weren’t for the
garden.”

disposable bottles of
water.
i If you’re a guest, bring
your own personal water
bottle to refill.
i Buy in bulk, or buy the
largest size you can use
to reduce the amount of
packaging you purchase
and throw away. Just
be sure your bulk buy
isn’t smaller packages
wrapped in more packag-
ing.
i If you deep-fry your
turkey, use proper care in
recycling the oil.
iUse a digital camera to
capture the memories.
Take photos with aban-
don, and share memories
easily with others. Print
only what you need.
i Buy locally grown and
produced food and bever-
ages to celebrate the Cen-
tral Coast’s cornucopia of
top quality produce and
wines and reduce your
carbon footprint.
i Give local wines, fresh
fruits, other locally made
or homemade specialties,
and gift certificates for
hostess gifts; a busy host-

ess will appreciate gifts
that don’t require immedi-
ate attention.
i Choose wine bottled
with cork stoppers. Cork
is natural and sustain-
able. Consider creative
ways to reuse the corks in
craft projects, and even as
mulch.
i If you are buying a
holiday tree, consider a
reusable tree. If you buy
a cut tree, keep it recy-
clable; don’t use flocking
or tinsel.

Rot
Compost food and yard

waste. Don’t have a com-
post bin? Buy or make
one as a gift to yourself
and your family that will
keep giving year-round;
from the reduction in
waste (and waste fees) to
the nutrient-rich compost
you’ll produce for your
plants and garden.

i Alan Styles is recycling
coordinator for the Salinas
Valley Solid Waste Author-
ity. His column appears
the third Saturday of the
month in Central Coast
Living. Contact him at
alanst@svswa.org.

Put another way, the
$4,800 a year in savings
is just about enough to
cover property taxes,
make almost two mort-
gage payments or per-
form some equity-boost-
ing home improvements.

Rodriguez says for
conforming level loans
at or below $417,000,
he’s seen fixed rates as
low as 4.25 percent, with
a point thrown in. Each
point equals 1 percent
of the financed amount.
Riskier loans that come
with a fixed rate for five
years are as low as 3.875
percent, but they could
adjust up drastically after
the fifth year.

Freddie Mac also said
the 15-year FRM aver-
aged 4.36 percent, down
from 5.81 percent a year
ago.

The five-year Treasury-
indexed hybrid adjust-
able rate mortgage, or
ARM, averaged 4.29
percent this week, down
from 5.98 percent a year
ago.The one-year Trea-
sury-indexed ARM aver-
aged 4.46 percent, down
from 5.33 percent in 2009
at this time.

“These are the low-
est rates I’ve seen in 18
years.There are 25 per-
cent more eligible buyers
than last year because

of lower rates and lower
home prices,”Rodriguez
said.

He also said because
rents have risen in the
past year, some buyers
could land a monthly
mortgage on a low-end-
priced home that’s as
much as $350 to $500
cheaper than rent.

“And then they get the
$8,000 tax credit.That’s
quite a deal,”he added.

Both homebuyers and
owners who want to refi-
nance also could have
some time-based wiggle
room to shop around and
dicker for the best inter-
est rate deal.

“Keeping rates at his-
torically low levels for a
sustained period of time
has to remain a corner-
stone of Fed policy until
the economy gets back
on track,”said Nancy
Osborne, chief operating
officer of Erate.com, a
Santa Clara-based real
estate and interest rate
data monitor.

“I don’t suspect rates
will begin to rise until
we see at least three con-
secutive months of solid
employment growth,”she
added.

i Broderick Perkins oper-
ates a digital real estate
news service, the Dead-
lineNews Group. Contact
him at broderickperkins@
deadlinenews.com or visit
www.deadlinenews.com.

TRAINS
Continued from page 1C

PERKINS
Continued from page 1C

RECYCLING
Continued from page 1C

Richard
Kloewer

has set up
a train and
reindeer as
part of his

holiday dis-
play outside
his home in
Englewood,

Colo.

THE
ASSOCIATED

PRESS

“I would not be in
the railroading hobby
if it weren’t for the
garden.”

— Gary Martin

BY SALLY FALK NANCREDE
The Indianapolis Star

HIGH POINT, N.C.
— New furniture intro-
duced at the recent High
Point Furniture Market
reflected this year’s
queasy economy, with
tried-and-true traditional
furnishings emerging as
one of today’s home fash-
ion directions.

Traditional is steady
and dependable for dif-
ficult times, but today’s
version also includes its
own twists.

Other directions
gleaned from the furni-
ture show include curva-
ceous shapes, nail-head
trim and a growing mod-
ern movement.

French continues its
regal reign, especially
Louis Philippe, while
sophisticated post-World
War I Parisian styles loom
on the horizon.

All the dripping lace
and beads of Victoriana
appear a bit dusty these
days. Get ready for natu-
ral driftwood, shells, pet-
rified wood and loads of
leather. Asian is rising,
and so is campaign style.

Colors are hot
Oscar de la Renta’s

painted dining room
chairs for Century Furni-
ture are a good example
of both shapely style and
traditional with a twist.

Century showcased
dining chairs in rich silk
jewel tones that will be
ready for spring 2010
when furniture shown at
the giant, twice-yearly
market will arrive on local
furniture floors.

This season’s top hues
are spa blue, navy, ame-
thyst, lime, orange, red
and plum. Brave shoots of
color are finally sprout-
ing through the fields of
brown that have domi-
nated home furnishings
for the past few seasons.

Here’s the twist — won-
derfully fun carrot orange
and berry tones are the
hot accent colors.

“Orange is here and

coming. It’s a great color,”
says Heather Eidenmiller
for Bernhardt Furniture.

Still, beige and brown
continue as mainstays in
this uneasy economy.

Carey Gerdt, upholstery
buyer for Gerdt Furni-
ture & Interiors, says,
“Nobody’s trying to re-
invent the wheel.”

Fabrics at the North
Carolina furniture market
were good basics, says
Gerdt.“Look for livable
family-room fabrics that
can be jazzed up with pil-
lows.”

Orange and purple jazz
up neutrals, she says, and
they were“very pretty.”

“Everybody is trying
to make an effort to get
away from this brown
world we’ve been living
with,”she says.“Another
thing I saw was neutrals
and cream. It was very
clean.”

New neutrals
Look for warm gray as a

new alternative to brown
as today’s neutral. Gray is
the new black in fashion,
so why not for home?

“I personally like it. It
is such a great neutral, a
great color with splashes
to jazz it up,”says Gerdt.

Pewter gray vinyl was
an important fabric at
Mitchell Gold + Bob Wil-
liams.

Mitchell Gold paired
a new high-style Italian

contemporary modu-
lar sofa with gray vinyl
swivel chairs reminiscent
of classic Herman Miller
Eames office chairs.

Dark walnut is also
making a retro comeback
at Mitchell Gold, which
sells to Pottery Barn, Res-
toration Hardware and
Williams Sonoma Home.

Mike Arnold, merchan-
dise manager for John
Kirk Furniture Galleries
near Indianapolis, says
warm gray is the neutral
of the moment, especially
for younger, hipper cus-
tomers — and it’s sophis-
ticated with plum and
orange.

Today’s traditional also
means a return to mens-
wear fabrics: red paisleys,
lots of large-scale hound-
stooth patterns in cream
and brown or black and
white, tweeds and glen
plaids.

Signature pieces
Look for special furni-

ture pieces that are “jew-
elry for the home”with“all
the bells and whistles”and
unusual finishes, Arnold
says.“And boy, there was
a lot of leather.”

He especially liked
the Lauren collection by
Schnadig.

“It was soft contempo-
rary to traditional with
Ralph Lauren plaids and
comfortable leather.”

Picture dark wood
floors, white walls and
trim and black-and-white
photography on the walls.
It’s more sophisticated
than fussy.

“It was darn fabulous,”
Arnold says.

Chris Nordhoff, man-
ager of Kittle’s corporate
merchandising depart-
ment in Indianapolis, says
he saw a lot of contempo-
rary wood furniture with
clean lines and shapes
and plenty of low-profile
beds.

He also was impressed
by the abundance of new
traditional introductions.

“There were a lot of
great-looking larger
pieces with European

influences — lots of mar-
quetry and inlays.

“One cool style category
that is growing in popu-
larity is the distressed,
natural look,”he says.“I’d
call it ‘industrial design’
for the home.”

He cited the new Fore-
cast collection by Penn-
sylvania House.“This new
group is constructed of
solid white oak and has a
dry brushed, natural fin-
ish and interesting oiled
bronze industrial hard-
ware.”

The collection features
metal legs and X-shape
motifs — even swivel bar
stools you can pull up to a
counter or add to one side
of the dining table.

Reclaimed and natu-
ral wood and weathered
finishes are important
for 2010, especially oak.
Think pickled, scrubbed,
earthy gray.

Nordhoff says consum-
ers also should look for
Italian-Portuguese-Medi-
terranean collections as
well as Stanley Furni-
ture’s interpretation of the
Mission-Arts and Crafts
style - traditional with a
casual twist.

“Vanguard’s new Thom
Filicia Home Collection
was one of the freshest
introductions I saw,” says
Nordhoff. “It is very fash-
ion-forward.

He combines classic
simplicity with unex-
pected modern flair. Wood
and metal are mixed on
most pieces.”

A signature table in the
collection is the Copake
Eagle Console.The base
is an eagle with its wings
spread; the top is stone.
Filicia was inspired by
an eagle that flew consis-
tently over Copake Lake
in the Hudson Valley.

“My favorite piece was
the Greek Peak chair,”
says Nordhoff.“Inspired
by the ancient Greek Klis-
mos chair, it has a unique
twist in its shape.

It was named after the
upstate NewYork moun-
tain that Thom skied on
many times as a young
boy.”

Highlights from
High Point Furniture
North Carolina mart offering a traditional twist

FIND OUT MORE
i Bernhardt Furniture: www.

bernhardt.com
i Century Furniture: www.cen-

turyfurniture.com
i Gerdt Furniture & Interiors:

www.gerdt.com
i John Kirk Furniture Galleries:

www.kirkfurniture.com
i Kittle’s Furniture: www.kittles.

com
i Pennsylvania House: www.

pennsylvania house.com
i Schnadig: www.schnadig.com
i Stanley Furniture: www.stan-

leyfurniture.com)
i Thom Filicia Home

Collection: www.vanguard
furniture.com
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Lee Breshears
See My Listings on

Virtual Tour at circlepix.com
831-320-8689

1253 #39 Los Olivos Dr. - So. Salinas.
Condo. Not a short sale or bank owned. This
two-bedroom(single-story) had many upgrades.
Remodeled kitchen, replaced windows, carport
+ garage, pool and much more. Asking
$208,000

859 Via Juan Pablo, San Juan Bautista
Better than new with “Top of the line upgrades”!
Beautiful 3 bedroom, 2.5 baths home located in
a gated community in sunny San Juan Bautista.
Open floor plan and custom outdoor kitchen
with pizza oven. Please visit the virtual tour at
http://www.circlepix.com/home/JV7RTN.
Asking $845,000

Gay Dales, Inc. Realtors
(831) 424-0771
444 S. Main

OPEN HOUSES
SATURDAY 1-3
125 San Juan Drive ........................................... $648,750
........................... Linda McLaughlin Harrod 831-915-0878
SATURDAY 2-4
15115 Big Sky Lane ...................................... $1,295,000
................................. Susan Lubin-Brownlie 831-320-3001

NEW LISTINGS
31 Chestnut St. - Salinas ....................................$750,000
2 lots w/income & living...............................Nancy McInnis
11420 California St. – Castroville ........................ $89,900
2BR/1BA 854sf..............................................Linda Dorris

OFFICE LISTINGS
1431 Alma Ave. - E. Salinas .............................. $134,800
3BR/2BA 1468sf............................................. Tina Daniel
23508 Belmont Cr. - Hwy 68 ............................ $425,000
3.8 Ac.........................................Linda McLaughlin-Harrod
1511 Big Sky Lane - Hwy 68.......................... $1,295,000
4BR/5.5BA 5330sf.....Linda McLaughlin-Harrod/Susan Lubin-Brownlie
11420 California St. - Castroville......................... $89,900
2BR/1BA 854sf..............................................Linda Dorris
31 Chestnut St. - Salinas ................................... $750,000
2 Lots w/income & living space ....................Nancy McInnis
266 Corral De Tierra Rd. - Hwy 68 .................... $999,900
4BR/2BA 2001sf.............................. Susan Lubin-Brownlie

Linda
McLaughlin-Harrod

831-915-0878
mclaughlin@coldwellbanker.com

125 San Juan Drive (South Salinas)
STUNNING! 3 b/r’s, 2.5 bath residence, completely
remodeled with attention given to every detail! This
spacious 2692 sf. home offers a gourmet kitchen
with granite & commercial grade appliances, formal
l/r & d/r plus a separate game room. Shutters, wood
flooring & many built-ins add to the old fashion charm
of this gorgeous property. Situated on a large lot with
mature landscaping, patio & greenhouse! $648,750

15115 Big Sky Lane -Villa Oaks in San Benancio
BRAND NEW CONSTRUCTION! This gorgeous
5335 sf residence boasts 5 b/r’s, 5.5 baths & an
open floorplan with room for everyone! Downstairs
Master Suite, over-sized chef’s kitchen/family room
& a huge upstairs game room plus 4 fireplaces & city
conveniences! Enjoy the sun-drenched & country setting
of this coveted area! Compare at $1,295,000!!

INCREDIBLE VALUE

OPEN SAT 2-4

OPEN SAT 1-3

Tom Folliard
“A Serious Agent

for Serious Clients”
831-262-9296

WHO SAY’S IT’S
A BUYERS MARKET??

If you’re a Buyer I don’t have to tell you
how frustrating it is trying to find that special

home and get your offer accepted … The
Banks are not putting their foreclosures on the

market and that is causing a drought
of available homes so now..

Mr. and Mrs. Seller
It is the time for you to

TAKE ACTION!
There is fierce competition among buyers for
quality homes! Now is the time to get your

home sold at a price you will be happy with.
Call me today to find out how to best use

today’s market conditions to your advantage!
TOM FOLLIARD
(831) 262-9296

SOLD


