BACKTO
BASICS:
USEFUL ITEMS
ARE WELCOME
UNDER SOME
TREES

Gifts for the home
can take on a semi-
practical edge, if you're
a daring giver who
knows her recipients.
> BonJour 8-cup Monet

French press, $34.97
online only at www.
walmart.com.

[t is tough
times for
homeowner
associations

BY BRODERICK PERKINS
For The Salinas Californian

If your homeowner
association community is look-
ing a little bedraggled, don’t be
surprised.

More than half of the nation’s
community associations struggle
with financial issues associated
with the mortgage foreclosure
crisis and related economic
downturn, according to a
national survey by Community
Associations Institute (CAI).

Forty-five percent of commu-
nity managers for an estimated
310,000 developments say
associations they serve face “seri-
ous”problems as a result of the
housing and economic downturn,
while 9 percent describe the
impact as“severe.”

The survey also says 38 per-
cent of the estimated 310,000
developments have postponed
planned capital improvement
projects and 35 percent have
reduced landscaping services to
reduce budgetary shortfalls.

Homeowner associations
(HOAS) are the fastest growing
form of housing in the nation.

HOA home-owners buy a
home in a community governed
by a nonprofit association. The
association’s board of directors
manage the care and upkeep of
the community and they man-
age enforcing the rules and
by-laws, often with the help
of an outside management
company hired to carry out the
board’s orders.

In most, but not all associa-
tions, owners typically own and
care for their own homes, on
their side of the wall. The HOA
cares for common areas, infra-
structure and other elements
shared by all.

Also known, in California
as common interest develop-
ments (CIDs), they come in a
variety of flavors with varying
types of governance, includ-
ing planned-unit developments
(PUDs) of single-family homes,
condominiums, townhome
developments and cooperative
apartments.

According to the Community
Association Institute, in 2010
there were nearly 310,000 com-
munity associations, with nearly
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Skip the spruce:

Here's how to go tree free
without losing your holiday sparkle

BY CINDY DAMPIER
Chicago Tribune

Like most relationships,
your monthlong fling with that
strapping young evergreen
starts with a burst of optimism.
You spy him on some frosty
evening, while carols play
under the twinkle lights. He’s
tall, perfectly proportioned.

So you take him home, give
him pride of place in a corner
of the living room, and dress
him up in shiny, fancy stuff.
You never, ever forget to get
him a drink. But three weeks
later, his charms are wear-

ing thin. That bracing woodsy
scent he used to wear has
morphed into a watery funk,
and where he was once robust,
he now looks ... a little dumpy.
Worse yet, he’s dirty, scatter-
ing his grubby brown needles
everywhere.You hang on for
another week, your Christmas
spirit long since spent, then
painfully disentangle him from
your lights and bid him fare-
well at the curb.

And you think to yourself:
Maybe no tree next year.

So, before you find yourself
cruising that tree lot again, eyes
gleaming, we offer an alternate
route. If your space is small,
your budget busted, your
memories of cleaning up last
year’s mess still searingly fresh,
you can do without the tree this
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Carefully arranged photos can bring in the feeling of having a tree when decorat-

ing for the holidays.

COMING SATURDAY
IN LIVING

Monterey County artist designs
extraordinary recreational structures.

REAL ESTATE
LISTINGS INSIDE

MARK YOUR
CALENDAR

Pancake breakfast
benefits ARIEL Theatrical

Ariel Theatrical youth theater
program is set to host a Winnie-
the-Pooh pancake breakfast at
Applebee’s in Salinas on Satur-
day. Tickets must be purchased in
advance.

The event will feature young
thespians dressed in costumes
from ARIEL's production,“A
Winnie-the-Pooh Christmas Tail,”
which has its final performances
today and Saturday.
> What: Winnie-the-Pooh
pancake breakfast. Includes
pancakes, sausage, coffee,
orange juice or milk.
> When: 8 to 10 a.m. Saturday
> Where: Applebee’s, 1301 N.
Davis Road, Salinas.
> Tickets: $7 per person; must be
purchased in advance.
> RSVP: To purchase tickets, call
ARIEL at 831-775-0976.

HOT
PROPERTY

Lauren Beale, Los Angeles Times

Less lyrical in hills

“Oh, there’s no place like --- -
for the --- -----

That’s one holiday song you
might not be hearing this season
from“Don’t Forget the Lyrics!”
host and Sugar Ray singer Mark
McGrath, who has sold his home
in the Hollywood Hills for $1.25
million, above its asking price,
the Multiple Listing Service
shows.

The buyers are artist Alexan-
dra Nechita and her boyfriend,
Suh-Tahn fashion designer Dimi-
tri Tcharfas.

The renovated 1931 country
English-style house has a step-
down living room with a vaulted
ceiling and fold-away glass doors
that open to a patio with city
views.The breakfast room is a

See PROPERTY, 5B

Make spirits

f a new household appliance is
Ion your wish list, here’s some-
thing to know in case Santa
comes through: Recycling most

appliances is free.

Clothes washing machines,
dryers, dishwashers, ovens,
stoves, water heaters and refrig-
erators and freezers without
Freon — all may be recycled for
no fee throughout the Salinas
Valley.

ALAN STYLES
Recycling

When you purchase your new
appliance, check for recycling

rebates, and ask about free
take-away options with the
delivery of your new appliance;
the retailer or delivery service
may recycle the old appliance
for you.

PG&E offers recycling
rebates for air conditioners,
dishwashers, water heaters,
refrigerators and freezers.
Check www.pge.com/myhome/
saveenergymoney/rebates/

bright with free appliance recycling

recycling/ for details.

BFI offers free bulky-item pick
up on specific days by appoint-
ment. Check with your service
provider about clean-up days,
and large-item pickup service
appointments and fees. Check
www.svswa.org home recycling
section for links and contact
information.

See STYLES, 4B

o™ M 35 Maple St. e Salinas
A 831-424-0001

» www.thncrealestate.com

-
Reader. -

Choic

% —

38 SAN FELIPE
SOUTH SALINAS
$310,000

MIKE HANDLEY 262-2400
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LISTINGS

1244 Trazado Ave. North Salinas $229,900
441 Tudor Way, North Salinas $359,000
1336 Dickens Drive, South Salinas $229,000...

232 E Romie Lane, South Salinas $254,900

22 Santa Ana Dr. South Salinas $639,000
19615 Longview Terrace, Las Palmas $769,000
18780 Ranchito Del Rio Drive, Las Palmas $599,000 w Scott Craig 214-2651

Dale Handley 595-0237
Samantha Liptak 214-2359
.. Scott Craig 214-2651
Dale Handley 595-0237
Dale Handley 595-0237
Scott Craig 214-2651

75 SAN CARLOS
SOUTH SALINAS
$639,000

SCOTT CRAIG 214-2651

22329 BERRY DR.
PINE CANYON
$785,000

JIM POULTON 595-1826

SELLING MONTEREY COUNTY FOR OVER 30 YEARS.







